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Elizabeth Paley, of 112 W. Lynch Street/representing the Old N. Durham Neighborhood 
Association, spoke in support of this item urging Council to approve the playground equipment 
donation.    
 
Dexter Richardson, representing Central Park School for Children, noted the school wants to 
give this playground equipment to the City of Durham because they want to have a partnership 
with Durham and to be a part of this community and to make a difference.   
 
Vicky Patton, of Central Park School for Children, made comments on the master plan, 
partnership and in support of donation of playground equipment. 
 
Carolyn Kirkland, Director of Central Park School for Children, noted the school would like to 
have a real partnership with the City of Durham and urged Council to accept the donation as an 
opportunity to extend a partnership. 
 
Gene Cook, 603 E. Hammond Street, spoke in favor of playground equipment noting it will 
allow safe areas for children to play in while others are participating in soccer matches. 
 
City Manager Baker stated the second motion should read:  To adopt a resolution to accept the 
donation of playground equipment and the installation of playground at Old North Durham park.  
 
Council Member Stith asked staff if the acceptance/installation of playground equipment would 
not impede the park’s planning and utilization of the entire site of the park. 
 
Park & Recreation Director Darrell Crittendon replied no. 
 
Council Member Clement made comments in support of this item and urged staff to inform the 
public on the use of park facilities so there would not be any misunderstanding between the 
public and management of the park.   
 
Council Member Brown made comments in support of this item. 
 
MOTION by Council Member Clement seconded by Council Member Catotti to approve staff's 
recommendations as listed below for proposed improvements to the Old North Durham Park;  

 
To adopt a resolution accepting the donation of playground equipment and its installation in Old 
North Durham Park by the Central Park School for Children; and 
 
To direct the administration to provide signage/information notifying the public regarding the  
utilization of Old North Durham Park was approved at 8:26 p.m. by the following vote:  Ayes:  
Mayor Bell, Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden and Council Members Best, Brown, Catotti, 
Clement and Stith.  Noes:  None.  Absent:  None.   
 
Resolution #9281 
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1. The athletic field in the park (330 ft by 180 ft) will be renovated with grading, sod, and 
irrigation. This field will serve tournament level and adult soccer as well as junior-level 
games, several of which can be played simultaneously across the width of the field.  A field 
this size can also accommodate football, lacrosse, and rugby.  With the current shortage of 
athletic fields in Durham, DPR staff feels that we cannot afford to reduce or lose one of the 
existing fields.   

2. The playground will be installed by CPSC and will become the property of the City; the 
installation will be governed by an approved site plan and will be regulated by a 
Memorandum of Understanding and the terms of the Durham County grant to ensure full 
public accessibility to the site. The field and the playground will be separated by 100 ft and 
by a safety barrier of athletic netting. 

3. City staff (from Real Estate) is currently negotiating an agreement with the park’s eastern 
neighbor (TROSA) for joint use of a City parking lot and TROSA’s entrance into the park 
site; this agreement will provide a small amount of additional parking but, more 
importantly, an additional entrance into the park from the residential neighborhoods. 

4. The existing park access (from Foster St.) has been made accessible by a compacted 
screenings pathway; if funding allows, this pathway will be paved as part of bringing a 
water line for irrigation into the park. 

5. DPR staff is exploring options for an aesthetically pleasing portable bathroom on the site.  
Funding is currently not available for this feature. 

 
 
[ITEM MOVED TO GENERAL BUSINESS AGENDA] 
 
SUBJECT:    SOUTHWEST DURHAM TRANSIT CORRIDOR REALIGNMENT  
 
To request that the Transportation Advisory Committee of the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
Metropolitan Planning Organization select C3 as the preferred alignment of a transit corridor in 
southwest Durham, as described in the Southwest Durham Alignment Evaluation report (dated 
June 29, 2005). 
 
Transportation Manager Mark Ahrendsen informed Council that the Board of County 
Commissioners discussed this matter, took the same action that staff is recommending tonight, 
further directed staff to re-examine the need for the northern Durham station  in the vicinity of 
Farrington Road  at Ephesus Church Road and asked that changes to the Comprehensive Plan 
that support a station in that area also be considered which will be discussed at a Joint 
City/County Planning Committee Meeting tomorrow -- that is separate from the selection of the 
corridor and would not change staff’s recommendation. 
 
Council Member Catotti informed her colleagues regarding the e-mail received from the 
Farrington Homeowners Association outlining the same concerns about the station removal.     
 
Mayor Bell noted Debbie McCarthy and Phillip McGill left the meeting and were not present to 
speak on this item.   
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