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OUTDOOR ACTIVITY FOR BARS AND NIGHTCLUBS IN S1
SUBDISTRICT OF DOWNTOWN DESIGN DISTRICT (DD)

Background for Proposed Change

Currently, Restaurants throughout the City, and Bars and Nightclubs located in the DD-C
sub-district of the Downtown Tier are allowed to have “outdoor activity.”

The purpose of the proposed text changes to the UDO would be to expand the area where
“outdoor activity” for Bars & Nightclubs is allowed to include the DD-S1 sub-district of
the Downtown Design District (DD). It would also clearly define “outdoor activity,” in
order to set understandable guidelines for both businesses and enforcement agents.

We believe that this change is needed for three main reasons.

1) Given the recent statewide smoking ban for all Restaurants, Bars and Nightclubs,
patrons of these businesses that wish to smoke must go outside.

2) Key areas in the DD-81 are destinations for restaurants, bars, and nightclubs. This
includes the Main St. corridor in and around the Brightleaf District, and the
burgeoning entertainment scene in the Central Park District north of Corporation

3) Allowing regulated ‘outdoor activity’ would benefit the public by putting more
eyes on the sireet and helping to foster a more active, safe, and energetic
environment downtown.

Current Unified Development Ordinance:
The draft sample text amendment changes are indicated in the red text in the box below.

Care was taken to balance reasonable outdoor activity uses with appropriate limitations
that would respect adjacent residential areas.

Article 5. Use Regulations: 5.3.4 Commercial Use Standards

0. Nightclubs or Bars
Nightclubs or Bars shall be permitted in accordance with the use table in Sec.
5.1, Use Table, subject to the following:
2. No outside storage or activities shall be located on the site, except in the
DD-C and DD-81 sub-districts of the Downtown Tier/Downtown Design
District where outdoor activities shall be allowed in accordance with Sec.
7.8.7, Noise.
a) If the business is located with in 150 fi of the outside edge of the
Downtown Tier they would be required io obtaining a Minor Special
Use Permit for Outdoor Activity
1) “Outdoor Activity” is defined as a casual outdoor seating
arca for people to smoke, drink, eat & socialize with un-
amplified music
ii) The Business must comply with all State ABC Laws and the
terms of their ABC Permit
it} Outdoor space cannot be larger than the total indoor space
iv) Space utitized for outdoor activity should be defined and
clearly separate from the public right of way
3. Nightclubs or bars in the DD-S2 District shall be located 50 feet or more
from any residential zoning district outside of the Downtown Tier.
Measurements shall be made from the residential district boundary to the
point on the proposed nightclub or bar, whether on the building or associated
parking area that is closest to the residential district boundary.




PERMITTING MINIATURE GOLF FACILITIES AS ALLOWABLE
OUTDOOR RECREATION FOR THE DOWNTOWN DESIGN
DISTRICT (DD)

Background for Preposed Changes:

Currently, pursuant to the UDO Sec 5.1 Use Table, all specific uses outlined in for

“Outdoor Recreation” are prohibited from locating in the Downtown Design District
(DD).

The purpose of the proposed text changes to the UDO would be to allow the principle
Ouidoor Recreation use of “miniature golf facilitics” to be allowed in the Downtown
Design District (DD), with the Accessory Uses of “associated offices, concessions, and
pro-shop or sales of goods related to the on-site activities of the specific use.”

We believe this change is needed because, if properly sited, a miniature golf facility
could enhance the mixed-use entertainment environment in Downtown.

Article 5 Use Regulations
Section 5.1 Use Table
(USE CATEGORY Tes ] Jmr
oecific Use RRESMRU"REEICNOICGSRPILIPDRHCCCIP' Mu DD N

COMMERCIAL USES

Stedium, arena W Ll * =M

** Add Miniature Golf as (L) in the Downtown Design District (DD) Permitted
Subject to Limitations as recommended by the City of Durham Planning Staff





