






















DURHAM HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
January 8, 2002 

Minutes 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRSENT 
 

Beth Mulvaney   Steve Gaddis   Joel Kostyu 
Rob Emerson    David Arneson 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 
Daniel Ellison (absent) 
Pepper Fluke (excused) 
E.K. Powe (excused) 
 

Call to Order/Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order and the secretary called the roll. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

There were no minutes approved. 
 

Public Hearing for Certificate of Appropriateness DHPC 02-1 714 Shepherd Street 
– Retroactive COA to replace existing siding with vinyl siding.  The structure has 

been partially clad in vinyl siding without prior approval and all work has stopped 
pending Commission decision. 

Chairman Gaddis started off the meeting with reading a statement before the hearing for 
COA cases for the Commissioners.  Cruse updated the Commissioners on the history of 
the house located at 714 Shepherd Street.  Cruse distributed some photos of the house 
porch for the Commissioners to review.  Cruse read to the Commissioners the zoning 
ordinance regarding for the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for local historic 
district.  Cruse received an anonymous telephone called from a resident in regarding that 
the applicant was in violation according to the zoning ordinance for local historic district.  
Cruse read the zoning ordinance in regarding local historic district to the Commissioners.  
The applicant has proceeding to apply vinyl siding to the exterior of the house.  Cruse 
and the Zoning Enforcement went to visit the site of this property.  The vinyl siding was 
on the left hand side of the front porch.  It has not been place on the remained of the 
structure.  It has intended to replace the entire structure with the vinyl siding.  It is being 
applying direct on top of the existing siding.  The stop order was put in place.  Cruse 
reviewed the guideline for an historic district to the Commissioners.  Mr. John Hunter 
(Owner) spoke before the Commissioners and was willing to answer any questions that 
they may have.  Commissioner Arneson made a motion of finding the fact in case 
DHPC 02-1 at 714 Shepherd Street that the continue use of vinyl siding to cover the 
house is not incongruous with the historic district because of the issues the work 
being plan prior to the designation historic district in fact some of the work has 
already begun and many of the materials has been purchase due to the economic 
hardship those circumstance and the fact of the guideline for the use of vinyl siding, 



those issues will make it appropriate to use vinyl siding in this case and seconded by 
Commissioner Mulvaney.  A motion was made by Commissioner Gaddis to grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for case DHPC 01-2 work at 714 Shepherd Street 
which is the application for vinyl siding basic upon finding of fact is just approved 
with Mr. Hunter do as little as possible upon the vinyl damage underline materials 
submit the fact of a later date so chose to restore to the wood siding and seconded by 
Commissioner Emerson.  The Commissioners decided to take a tour of the site.  The 
Commissioners made a motion to extend the meeting for fifteen minutes. 
 

Continuation of discussion of the property located at 113 W. Main and 118 E. 
Parrish Street 

Mr. Wright did not show up for the meeting because he in Albany, New York.  The issue 
is the Parrish Street building has not been fully repaired yet.  They are under the 
assumption the Commission approval of the Main Street façade that is shown in photo 
that was distributed to the Commissioners to review.  Cruse updated the Commissioners 
of the project that was done partially by Mr. Wright.  A motion was made by 
Commissioner Gaddis moved to give Cruse the Administratively authority for this 
situation and come to a final solution involves to do as much repairs to adjoin bricks 
and feasible and seconded by Commissioner Kostyu. 
 

Old Business 
Cruse indicated that he would to take the National Register contract to the City Council 
by Monday, January 14, 2002.  Cruse updated the Commissioners in regarding the 
Demolition-By-Neglect.  Cruse explained to the Commissioners in regarding the 
Certified letters procedures.  Cruse also updated to the Commissioners in regarding the 
Retreat that will be on February agenda. 
 
 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rose Merritt 
DHPC Clerk 









DURHAM HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
February 5, 2002 

Minutes 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT 
Daniel Ellison   Pepper Fluke   Beth Mulvaney 
Steve Gaddis   Joel Kostyu   Rob Emerson 
David Arneson 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 
Roy Moore (excused) 
E.K. Powe (excused) 
 

Call to Order/Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order and the secretary called the roll. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

There were no minutes approved. 
 

Public Hearings for DHPC 02-3 at 306 E. Main Street former River of Life Church 
The applicant (Durham county) is requesting a COA to demolish the deteriorating 

building. 
Cruse read from the staff report to the Commissioners.  Glenn Whisler (County Engineer) 
spoke before the Commissioners and was willing to answer any questions.  Cruse made a 
visit to the site a number of years ago with Frank DePasquale, Tom Miller and the late 
George Pyne and further described what he saw inside the building at that time to the 
Commissioners.   
A motion was made by Commissioner Emerson and seconded by Commissioner 
Mulvaney for the finding of fact that for case DHPC 02-3 involving the building 
located at 306 E. Main Street - the condition is very poor, renovation is not 
economically feasible, the building has lost most of its architectural historic 
significance through inappropriate renovations and that the property owner has 
demonstrated that rehabilitation is not appropriate.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Gaddis and seconded by Commissioner Fluke 
to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for case DHPC 02-3 for complete 
demolition of the structure located at 306 E. Main street (Downtown Durham 
Historic District) effectively immediately with the following condition: 1) The DHPC 
requests a listing of all historic buildings owned by the county (this list may be 
compiled after the demolition of the above structure); 2) Outside historic 
consultants will be called upon by the owner to determine if any historic elements 
could be salvaged prior demolition; 3) Any salvaged historic items to be sold by the 
County or offered to a person or company that recycles and uses historic artifacts in 
an appropriate manner. 
 



Public Hearing for DHPC 02-8 at 714 Shepherd Street the owner is requesting 
installation of vinyl windows and other exterior changes. 

Cruse distributed a photo of house for the Commissioners to review.  Cruse updated the 
Commissioners in regarding the case.  Mr. Hunter went before the City Council to 
complain about his past experiences with the staff and Commission concerning his case.  
At City Council’s request, Cruse will bring a report to the Council when the 
Commissioners make a final decision on this property in the future concerning this case.  
Cruse and several Commissioners went to visit the property with Mr. Hunter.  Cruse 
explained to the Commissioners some of the legal procedures in making a decision 
concerning this case.  Cruse explained to the Commissioners what he saw at the site.  Mr. 
Hunter spoke before the Commissioners and was willing to answer any questions that 
they may have.  Mr. Hunter passed out photos for the Commissioners to review.  Melissa 
Malcolm-Waver (owner at 716 Shepherd Street) spoke before the Commissioners about 
her objections to the planned changes and was willing to answer any questions that they 
may have.  Cruse updated the Commissioners what had taken place at the City Council 
meeting.  The Commissioners asked Mr. Hunter to compile a list of what his intentions 
were for the house.  Commissioner Gaddis asked Mr. Hunter if Gaddis could have the 
Pickett Brothers Roofing to come and have a look at the roof to see if there was an easier 
way to repair it.  Mr. Hunter stated that it was all right.  The Commissioners and Mr. 
Hunter agreed to have a special meeting to be held on Tuesday, February 19, 2002 at 
8:30am. to consider the requested changes to his property. 
 

Old Business 
Cruse updated the Commissioners regarding the National Register Historic proposals and 
the contracting of the Historic Preservation Society of Durham to carry out the 
nominations.  Cruse is schedule to attend a City Council Work Session on Thursday, 
February 7, 2002 at 1:00pm.  The HPSD contract then would go before the City Council 
on Monday, February 18, 2002 for approval.  Cruse updated the Commissioners  
regarding to the Durham County Inventory about the bid that was received.  Cruse also 
updated the Commissioners regarding to the Demolition-By-Neglect.  He explained to the 
Commissioners the process involved with this kind of Zoning Ordinance text amendment.  
This item of discussion tentatively will go before the Joint City/County Planning meeting 
in March  as the first step. Cruse discussed with the Commissioners about the possibility 
of a Commission and staff retreat for a half day in the spring or summer.    Cruse 
discussed with the Commissioners the various Downtown projects and changes that are in 
discussions and updated them on this issue as to the role of the Commission.  Cruse also 
spoke of several buildings that are under renovation.  Cruse updated the Commissioners 
on the Hope IV Project.  Cruse has been asked to participate with the Hope VI architects 
in a day long charette to look at the vernacular architecture of Northeast Central Durham 
on Tuesday, February 12, 2002.  The purpose is to help the architects design appropriate 
new structures in the Hope VI area that complement others in the area.  
 

New Business 
Commissioner Gaddis spoke to the other Commissioners about a Raleigh Historic 
District Commission newsletter that he had received in the mail and passed it around for 
their review.  Cruse updated the Commissioners regarding the North Carolina Central 
bond issue.  Cruse and other Planners from department attended a meeting several weeks 
ago.  Cruse explained to the Commissioners the plans for expanding the campus.  There 
will be a town hall meeting tentatively scheduled for Thursday, February 21, 2002 at the 



new Education Building on campus and the State will show the plans for the public to 
comment.  The Architects and representatives from NCCU will be at the meeting. 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rose Merritt 
DHPC Clerk 



Durham Historic Preservation Commission 
 

February 5, 2002 
 

By the authority of the Durham Historic Preservation Commission and the City Manager, I 
approved the following Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) administratively: 
 

DHPC 02-8   COA for the placement of gas and electric meters on the sides of the 
house as needed to meet code and the rebuilding of the brick pier on the right side 
of the front porch to match the adjacent one on the house located at 714 Shepherd 
Street (Morehead Hill Historic District).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
      Stephen Cruse, Senior Planner 
      Durham City-County Planning Dept. 
      (919) 560-4137 x236 
      email:  scruse@ci.durham.nc.us 





















The COA motion by Commissioner Ellison and Gaddis 
 

 
A motion for Certificate of Appropriateness by Commissioner Gaddis and seconded by 
Commissioner Emerson for case DHPC 02-9 at 714 Shepherd Street for Mr. Hunter 
should replace the columns with box paper columns.  He would be allowed to leave in 
place the doors on, installed vinyl shutters the two sets on the upper front two windows, 
remove the existing wood windows and ceils, and drip cap, install new vinyl windows, 
install corner boards, vinyl, change the roof to repair the geometric problem by reducing 
the size fascia boards and hard back trimming back on somewhat as the original piece of 
molding is, at this point Cruse should we should run this pass Cruse to approve and repair 
what is there on the fascia leaving it as it is the Certificate of Appropriateness proves that 
the storm doors on the opposite side and miscellaneous details listed on this list and the 
vinyl windows to replicate single vertical mounting of each cache. 
 
  Commissioner Gaddis repeat to Mr. Hunter in regarding to the motion, a Certificate of 
Appropriateness would grant him to permission to do these things to retain the doors on 
the front, to put in the two pairs of vinyl shutters, to remove the existing windows ceils 
and drip, to install the vinyl windows with one provision if he try if all possible to replace 
that mud den pattern which is removable with a single vertical bar such as in the existing 
window now, install the vinyl corner boards, make the roof changes necessary to repair 
this which to reduce the width of the fascia boards, go back with some trims to repair any 
other pairs that needs to be leaving the fascia around that porch as it is now constructed, 
Cruse to approve the trim on the fascia boards that goes underneath the edge of the roof, 
full glass storm doors half glass storm doors on front side and miscellaneous details: 
dryer vents, outside faucet, crawlspace door, rear light and new heating and air 
conditioning systems (outside elements only).  Mr. Hunter is being asking to rebuilted the 
front porch columns as paper box columns of wood.  There were a vote and passed six to 
one.  Commissioner Ellison made his vote on fact that many of these things inappropriate 
to stay focus in the section that basic on economic hardship and the work can be the 
designation of the historic district.  There a vote and it passed six to one. 
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