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 January 10, 2013 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Members of Durham City Council 
 
From:  Annette G. Montgomery, Chair, Development Review Committee 
    Durham Open Space and Trails Commission 
 
RE: Z1200025 / Hendrick Southpoint 
 
We reviewed this project at our regular meeting.  This area of southern Durham is in 
the Cape Fear River Basin.  The general area is an extension of the Piedmont 
Bottomland Forest, containing the easily eroded sedimentary rock of the Triassic 
Basin.   
 
In 2010 we wrote to deny a request from a previous applicant for stream piping 
(Case D1000231) due to the impacts that would be generated by that action, 
allowing for increased velocity and run off /pollution. The Triassic Basin readily 
develops into wide flat floodplains that can become highly erosive and it is likely 
that it would typically occur here.  
 
At the southeast corner of the project is a single family house.  And, to the 
immediate south is the historic 1885 Massey Chapel Church with a small continuing 
congregation and adjacent cemetery. This property has local landmark status as of 
1989.   Additional residential properties continue in a line across the southern border 
of the project along Fayetteville Road and to the west. 
 
All of these areas will be impacted from the creation of a project that has potential 
for significant impervious surfaces.  The development plan does not clearly indicate 
that the area to the south of Kentington Drive directly adjacent to the Church 
property and surrounding the stream buffer will remain as permanent open space or 
tree coverage or that the stream and its buffer will remain intact.  We recommend 
that an additional area of tree coverage and open space on the south, north and west 
side of the stream be provided and that this area remain in addition to the stream 
buffer in an undisturbed state to further protect steep slopes and the environment as 
well as the context of the church in its entirety at the southern end of the property.   
 
The American Tobacco Trail is now located at the far west side of Abron Road and 
nearing completion, with a connection onto Massey Chapel. We request that a 
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publically accessible trail access connection be considered perhaps via sidewalk 
along the existing Fayetteville Road ROW to the south with tie in connections being 
made along Massey Chapel from the intersection of Fayetteville Road down from 
where the ATT crosses Massey Chapel. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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