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How far we’ve come: 

One Vision. One Durham.One Vision. One Durham.
How far we’ve come: 

One Vision. One Durham.One Vision. One Durham.
– DPS has already challenged ourselves to raise our 

standards through our One Vision. One Durham. Strategic 
Plan

– Graduation rate in 2012-13 was just under 80% - up nearly 
10 points in just four years

– This summer, 81% of our graduates planned to go on to 
higher education

– We have been on track to meet many of our strategic plan 
targets, but now the way we evaluate our targets have 
changed (new state standards)
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What are the new state standards?What are the new state standards?

– North Carolina adopted new standards for curriculum 
and teaching that will better prepare our students for 
graduating and moving into college or a career. 

– These are state requirements.

– The standards raise the bar for teaching and learning in 
Durham Public Schools and across North Carolina.
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The standards…The standards…
– Were adopted K-12, in all subjects
– Are clear, understandable and consistent
– Include rigorous content and application of 

knowledge through high-order skills

Will better prepare each student, no matter Will better prepare each student, no matter 
where he or she is on where he or she is on the the learning spectrum, learning spectrum, 
for college, a career, and lifefor college, a career, and life..
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What does this mean for teachers?What does this mean for teachers?

– New, more rigorous curricula
– Better ways to assess what a student has 

learned and how well he/she understood it
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What does this mean for students?What does this mean for students?

– More rigorous lessons

– More critical thinking

– More integrated learning 

– More accountability

A better foundation for success in life A better foundation for success in life –– for for 

furthering their education or moving into a career furthering their education or moving into a career 
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What does this mean for parents and What does this mean for parents and 
the community?the community?

– Better prepared students
– More rigorous learning experience
– More critical thinking
– Individualized learning and personalized 

instruction
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Diagnostic and Formative 
Assessments

Student  Teacher

School Accountability 
Assessments

State  LEA  School

K-5  
Diagnostics

ACT Explore

ACT Plan

ACT

12
Measures of Student Learning

to be included in Student Growth 
component in teacher evaluation 

Teacher  School

EOG (Math, ELA)

End of Grade (Math, English Language Arts, Science)

EOG (Math, ELA)

EOG (Math, ELA, Science)

EOG (Math, ELA)

EOG (Math, ELA)
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High School Measures 
of Student Learning
(Common Exams) in 
core academic non-
tested subjects

3 End of 
Course (EOC)
Biology, Math I and 

Eng II 

Elementary 
and Middle 
School 
Common 
Exams in 
currently non-
tested subjects 

Lower Elementary Measures of 
Student Learning

ACT

ACT WorkKeys
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What is North Carolina’s Testing Program?What is North Carolina’s Testing Program?



How do we administer the assessments?How do we administer the assessments?

OnlineOnline

All End of Course Assessments

(Math I, English II, & Biology)

End of Grade 5 & 8 Science

• NCEXTEND2 Alternate Assessments

• NCEXTEND2 Reading and Math 3-8

• NCEXTEND2 Science 5 & 8

• NCEXTEND2 Math I, English II & Biology

Paper/PencilPaper/Pencil

End of Grade

Reading and Math 3-8

• NCDPI recommends online    
administration, but paper/pencil will 
be available for all assessments

10



How are schools held accountable? How are schools held accountable? 
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Status Indicators

“this year”

End of Grade 3-8 Math

End of Grade 3-8 ELA

End of Grade 5 & 8 Science

End of Course

ACT

Graduation Rates

Math Course Rigor

ACT WorkKeys

Graduation Project

Growth Indicators

“combined 
individual student’s 

growth”

EVAAS Growth

School-wide

EVAAS Growth

School-wide

Progress Indicators

“trend over time 
for groups of 

students”

Δ End of Grade 
3-8 Math

Δ End of Grade 
3-8 ELA

Δ End of Grade 
5 & 8 Science

Δ End of Course

Δ ACT

Δ Graduation Rates

Δ Math Course Rigor

Δ ACT WorkKeys

Elementary 
and Middle 
Schools

High
Schools



School Performance GradesSchool Performance Grades

School 
Achievement 
Score: 80 %

Growth: 
20 % 

School 
Performance 

Grade



What does this mean for DPS?What does this mean for DPS?
– Students held to higher standards = performance results 

will dip
– In years past, school districts across the state have seen 

performance levels drop for a year or two immediately after 
standards change

– Teachers adjust… students are challenged
– After the initial dip performance, scores begin to rise again
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The North Carolina State Testing Results, 2011-12

Figure 1. 1992-93 to 2011-12 End-of-Grade General Test Multiple-Choice Test Results 
Statewide Percent of Students At or Above Level III in Both Reading and Mathematics 
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Notes:*N counts equal the number of students tested in both reading and mathematics; previous years are comparable.
Prior to 2002-03, the end-of-grade reading scale score range was 114-187. From 2002-03 to 2006-07, the end-of-grade reading scale score range was 216-290. From 2007-08 and beyond, the end-of-grade 
reading scale score range is <330 to >370.
Prior to 2000-01, the end-of-grade mathematics scale score range was 98-208. From 2000-01 to 2004-05, the end-of-grade mathematics scale score range was 218-310. From 2005-06 and beyond, 
the end-of-grade mathematics scale score range is <328 to >386.

The "Percent At or Above Level III in Both Reading and Mathematics" is calculated by dividing the number of students passing both reading and mathematics tests at or above Achievement Level III by 
the number of students with valid scores in both reading and mathematics, therefore, the data do not include students tested only in reading or mathematics or taking alternate assessments.
End-of-grade retest data are not included in this figure. See Appendix A for student proficiency with retest scores included starting in 2008-09. 
Data received from LEAs and charter schools after September 6, 2012 are not included in this figure.
Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Test Development Section.

Reading Reading & Math & Math Performance: 1992Performance: 1992--93 to 201193 to 2011--1212
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How is DPS rising to meet the How is DPS rising to meet the 
standards?standards?

– Invest in a quality education for all children

– Focus on being an innovative, proactive organization

– New standards help us identify areas of need

– New exams will show us how to better teach the 

diverse students who attend DPS
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How are we communicating?How are we communicating?

– Presentations to community groups, partners, faith-based 

organizations, PTA

– Evening info sessions for parents and families

– Media outreach, information and FAQs on website, and 

Channel 4
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Questions and DiscussionQuestions and Discussion
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