
From: Wood, Nancy A.  
Sent: Tuesday, September 03, 2013 10:11 AM 
To: Justin Weist (justinweist@durhamnc.gov) 
Cc: Eaton, Patrick 
Subject: Unrepairable septic system at 7227 Fayetteville Road 
Importance: High 
 
Hello, Justin, 
 
In response to your request for further clarification of the unrepairable septic system at situation at 
7227 Fayetteville Road: 
 
The complete language of 15A NCAC.1961(l) referred to in the Notice of Violation sent to Ms. Ellison on 
July 24, 2013, is as follows: 
 
“A sewage collection, treatment, and disposal system that creates or has created a public health 
hazard or nuisance by surfacing of effluent or discharge directly into groundwater or surface waters, 
or that is partially or totally destroyed shall be repaired within 30 days of notification by the state or 
local health department unless the notification otherwise specifies a repair period in writing.  If a system 
described in the preceding sentence has for any reason been disconnected, the system shall be repaired 
prior to reuse.  The state or local health department shall use its best professional judgment in requiring 
repairs that will reasonable enable the system to function properly.  If for any reason a sewage 
collection, treatment, and disposal system is found to be nonrepairable, or is no longer required, the 
system shall not be used, and may be required to have any contents removed, collapse any 
components and backfill, or otherwise secured as directed by the authorized agent to protect the 
public health and safety.” 
 
The most immediate public health hazard was the septic tank, whose lid was broken in several pieces 
and was full of water at the ground surface.  The accompanying leachfield had  not allowed any of the 
accumulated water to drain into it, indicating that it was at least partially or totally destroyed as 
well.   Installed in 1958, the leachfield area had numerous ruts and broken sections of pipe protruding 
from it, so putting in a new tank would not have restored the system to functionality.  In addition, the 
lot at 7227 Fayetteville Road lacks sufficient space to install a new, replacement  system for repair 
purposes. 
 
I hope this is helpful; please let me know if you require any additional information. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Nancy 
 
Nancy A. Wood, REHS 
Environmental Health Division/Onsite Water Protection 

 
DURHAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
Human Services Building 
414 E. Main Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
Office 919.560.7867 Cell 919.698.9114  Fax 919.560.7830 
nwood@dconc.gov 
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