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FY13 Total Citizens Served in all DAC Services and Programs: 413,965  
a 28% increase over FY12

FY12 Total Citizens Served in DAC Services and Programs:      323,539
FY11 Total Citizens Served in DAC Services and Programs:      318,298

Provided services and programs to over 100 arts and cultural organizations.

Provided services and programs to 1,174 professional artists (including exhibits, Art Walk, 
Grant Programs, CenterFest, technical assistance, School, CAPS)

Program Highlights of FY2013:

 DAC Building and events attracted attendance of 351,587.  This is a 69,798 or 24.8% 
increase over last year’s attendance of 281,789.  DAC generates downtown visits from 
local, regional, and multi-state visitors. Visitation to DAC has increased 120% since 
2002. Durham Arts Council is the 4th most visited facility in downtown Durham. 

 Provided free public access to the Durham Arts Council building seven days a week year-
round.  Produced and hosted 5251 events and programs and managed 25,305.75
hours of room usage.

 DAC Grant Programs supported 34 arts organizations in Durham through 
$173,015.75 in cash grants.  This is a 12% increase over last year’s $154,441 in cash 
grants.  DAC awarded 295,010.50 for in-kind facility space grants, slightly lower than last 
year’s $306,485 in-kind facility space grants.  DAC Emerging Artist Program provided 
$23,000 in career development grants to 16 artists.

 Programming provided by DAC grantees plus DAC arts programs collectively served 
audiences of nearly 1,000,000 citizens and visitors.

 Provided exhibition, performance, teaching, career development, and artwork sales 
opportunities to 1,174 visual artists, film artists, literary artists, and performing 
artists through DAC Exhibits, Durham Art Walk, DAC School, DAC CAPS Program, 
Piedmont Laureate Program, and Emerging Artists Program.   This is 31% increase over 
last year due to return of Centerfest and growth in other programs.



Piedmont Laureate
Organized 5th year of activity in partnership with Wake, Orange and Alamance Counties 
and Durham Public Library. John Claude Bemis 2013 Laureate, Children’s Author.

 Re-envisioned CenterFest for 2012 and Moved Festival back to City Center District.  
24,019 Attendance at expanded 2-day arts festival. Public and media acclaim was highly 
positive.  CenterFest 2012 featured 130 visual artists from 18 states; 63 performing acts on 
5 stages; 45 community, government groups, new Creative Community Showcase, beer 
garden, expanded food vendors.

 Durham Art Walk
DAC produced and presented the November Art Walk Holiday Market and Spring Art Walk, 
showcasing the work of over 200 artists, and attracting approx. 5,500 visitors at over 40 
sites downtown.

 Gallery Exhibitions 
      DAC produced and presented 17 Exhibits (15 at DAC, 2 at Convention Center)

92 artists showcased  (not counting Durham Art Guild shows).
Partnered with Meredith College to host the Southeastern College Art Conference juried     
exhibit in the fall of 2012 in conjunction with the SECAC conference.  This was the first time 
the conference had been held in Durham. DAC and the Durham Civic Center were sites for 
conference activities.

 CAPS Program Provided 182 arts residency programs that served 20,025 students in 
Durham County, Orange, Granville and Person Counties through the DAC Creative Arts 
in Public/Private Schools Program (CAPS). FY12 students served:  41,082 due to full-
system Granville county program that did not repeat in full.   FY11 students served: 11,861.  

 DAC School on-site classes and off-site clay studio provided more than 53,693 
student hours of hands-on art instruction through 642 classes offered.   Total class 
enrollments were 4,901 youth and adults.  Compared to FY12 which was 37,359 student 
hours of hands-on arts instruction through 602 visual and performing arts classes, camps, 
lessons and workshops for 3,788 youth and adults.

 DAC’s PSI Theatre (200 seat) increased attendance and usage more than 50%, 
growing from 15,170 attendees to 30,353 attendees in FY13.   This growth comes as a 
result of theatre renovations and increased sales efforts from the staff.  

 CREATIVE ECONOMY INITIATIVES - DAC continued to advance its leadership role in 
providing creative economy data, research, planning and training.  

►SmART Grant Initiative – DAC secured one of only 5 arts-based economic development 
grants from the State of NC – North Carolina Arts Council.  DAC organized a team of over 
20 key partners from the public and private sector in Durham and has begun a planning 
process to connect the cultural hubs/districts in downtown Durham.  Key elements of public 
art, design lighting, wayfinding systems, outdoor enhancements and green space 
improvements are included in this visioning process that will lead to near-term and 5 year 
implementation plans.  

►Creative Vitality Index- phase 2 – DAC commissioned the second CVI study which 
covered 2010 and 2011 data.  Durham is a top creative economy in North Carolina and 
U.S. with 1.25 index score overall. DAC now has CVI data from 2006 – 2011.  We released 
the most recent study on May 16th as a highlight of our Creative Entrepreneur Expo event.  



►Creative Entrepreneur Expo- May 16 – DAC planned and produced this major event 
that combined keynote presentations, CVI Index data release and 5 training 
workshops for arts entrepreneurs.  DAC planned this in partnership with the City Office 
of Economic and Workforce Development, Cultural Advisory Board, Small Business 
Advisory Committee, and Durham Convention and Visitors Bureau.   Very successful event 
with 165 attendees, and featured Mayor William V. Bill Bell, NC Secretary of Cultural 
Resources Susan Klutz, keynote creative entrepreneur speakers – Carl Nordgren and 
Christopher Gergen, and Sherry Devries announcing the CVI study results for Durham 
showing that Durham continues to outpace the state and nation in its creative vitality index 
scores.  The event and the research garnered positive press coverage from Triangle 
Business Journal and the Herald-Sun. 

SPECIAL STAFF RECOGNITION:

►Sherry DeVries was one of 6 women honored and selected to speak at the City of 
Durham’s Women’s Forum in March.  

►Sherry has been invited by Americans for the Arts to do a national blog on creative 
economy.

►Margaret DeMott has been nominated to serve on the Arts North Carolina Board.

►Margaret DeMott celebrates her 30th year in service to Durham Arts Council.


