
DURHAM CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Thursday, March 20, 2014 – 1:00 p.m. 

Committee Room – 2
nd

 Floor – 101 City Hall Plaza 

 

Present:  Mayor William V. “Bill” Bell, Mayor Pro Tempore Cora Cole-McFadden and 

Council Members Eugene Brown, Diane Catotti, Eddie Davis, Don Moffitt and Steve 

Schewel.  Absent:  None.   

 

Also present:  City Manager Thomas J. Bonfield, City Attorney Patrick Baker and City 

Clerk D. Ann Gray.  

 

Mayor Pro Cole-McFadden called the meeting to order asking for priority item from the City 

Manager, City Attorney and City Clerk.   

 

City Manager Bonfield referenced the following items:  

 

 Agenda Item #7 – Third Amendment to Contract for Emergency Solutions Grant and 

Dedicated Housing Fund Rapid Rehousing Services with Housing for New Hope 

(Housing for New Hope expended all funding under the existing contract in February but 

has continued to provide clients with case management and direct assistance into March.  

New Hope will be able to receive reimbursement for March expenditures in a timely 

manner) There is a request to suspend the rules and take action on this item today.  

 Agenda Item #8 – Location Change for Public Art Project Grant for Brenda Miller 

Holmes – presentation will be provided 

 Agenda Item #9 – Acceptance of the Donation of A sculpture for CCB Plaza 

(presentation will be provided) 

 Agenda Item #10 – Extension of Equal Business Opportunity Program Ordinance (The 

current program will sunset on March 31, 2014 prior to the City Council Meeting 

scheduled on April 7, 2014.  It is desired that we maintain a program that supports small 

disadvantaged business implementation of any recommendations) 

 

The City Manager’s items were accepted.  

 

For council approval, City Attorney Baker said he will be bringing forth at the next council 

meeting the item regarding citizens’ matters which was discussed at the Council Procedures Sub-

committee.  Also, he stated that Agenda Item #12 (Proposed Sale of Air Rights Easement at 106 

W. Main Street to Empress Development) changes have been made to the staff memo and he 

wanted to make certain everyone understood the effect of the changes.   

 

The City Attorney’s items were accepted.  

 

There were no priority items from the City Clerk.  

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden asked for announcements from the City Council.  
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Council Member Davis acknowledged the letter sent to the Herald Sun by Council Member 

Moffitt regarding North Carolina Central’s Basketball Team.   

 

Council Member Brown referenced the Triangle Community Foundation Contest. 

 

After Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden announced each item on the printed agenda, the 

following items were pulled for discussion and/or action by the council:  

 

Subject:  Approval of City Council Minutes 

 

To approve City Council minutes for the February 6, 2014 Special Meeting and February 17, 

2014 City Council Meeting.  

 

Council Member Schewel said a correction to his statement needed to be made to the February 

17, 2014 minutes on page 17.  He said it should read as follows:  Council Member Schewel 

commented on the sales tax calculation and felt that a church was unlikely to generate this much 

revenue.   

 

City Clerk Gray said she would make the correction and a revised copy of the minutes will be 

provided to the council prior to the April 7
th

 meeting.   

 

Subject:  Durham Performing Arts Center Oversight Committee Appointment  

 

To appoint a citizen to fill one vacancy on the Durham Performing Arts Center Oversight 

Committee representing Arts and Culture with the term expires on March 1, 2017.   

 

Council Member Catotti said during the last work session cycle there were 12 or more very 

highly qualified applicants for positions on this committee and now there is only one applicant 

submitted on today’s agenda for consideration.   

 

City Clerk Gray said that the operating agreement for the DPAC requires that a member of the 

Cultural Advisory Board shall be a member of this committee and Mr. Chris Ogden met that 

requirement and none of the previous applicants submitted were member of the Cultural 

Advisory Board.      

 

Peter Coyle, of OEWD, stated when the vacancy was announced at the Cultural Advisory Board 

meeting, the members stated that Mr. Ogden would be a good choice for the DPAC Oversight 

Committee.  

 

Subject:  Mayor’s Appointee – Durham Convention & Visitors Bureau Tourism  

                Development Authority 

 

To reappoint William M. LeFevre to the Durham Convention and Visitors Bureau Tourism 

Development Authority as a Mayor’s Appointee with the term to expire on October 31, 2016.  
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Council Member Catotti said that the application for William M. LeFevre was not provided as 

supporting information.    

 

City Clerk Gray said she would make certain that Mr. LeFevre’s application is attached for 

review as part of the April 7, 2014 city council meeting agenda.   

 

 

Subject:  Boards, Committees and Commissions Attendance Reports for the Period  

                January 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013 

 

To receive attendance reports for Boards, Committees and Commissions for the period January 

1, 2013 thru December 31, 2013.  

 

At the request of Council Member Catotti, City Clerk Gray explained the process for those 

members not meeting the attendance requirements.  Also, Council Member Catotti raised 

concern with absences of board members and said at times this could prevent scheduled meetings 

from occurring due to the lack of a quorum.   

 

 

Subject:  Use of Social Media Performance Audit February 2014 

 

The Department of Audit Services completed the report on the Use of Social Media Performance 

Audit dated February 2014.  The purpose of the audit was to determine if adequate controls over 

using social media as a communication tool are in place.  

 

The use of social media as a communication tool by the City is still evolving and the Office of 

Public Affairs is in the process of establishing plans/strategies for social media engagement.  The 

four main City accounts managed by staff from the Office of Public Affairs are monitored and 

tracked well.  However, for the department accounts, opportunities for improvements exist in the 

following areas: the policy needs to be enhanced to incorporate additional guidance; and the 

departments need to start tracking social media performance. 

 

The recommendation is to receive and accept the Use of Social Media Performance Audit dated 

February 2014 as presented and approved at the February 24, 2014 Audit Services Oversight 

Committee meeting.   

 

Germaine Brewington, Director of Audit Services, made comments on an unauthorized twitter 

account which was identified not belonging to the City.  Also, regarding recommendations Ms. 

Brewing stated the Director of Public Affairs understood that it is in the city’s best interest to 

develop metrics and provide training for other departmental sites.   

 

In addition, Council Member Moffitt suggested implementing a quarterly key word search to 

look for unauthorized sites.   

 

Ms. Brewington said she would pass that suggestion on to the Director of Public Affairs.     
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Subject:  Third Amendment to Contract for Emergency Solutions Grant and Dedicated  

                Housing Fund Rapid Rehousing Services with Housing for New Hope  

 

The staff report indicated that in February 2013, Council authorized the City Manager to execute 

a contract with Housing for New Hope (HNH) to provide FY 12-13 Emergency Solutions Grant 

(ESG) and Dedicated Housing Funds for Rapid Rehousing Services.  Council approved a 

Contract with HNH as a Sub-recipient for a scope of services under Attachment A of that 

Contract, with the Contract structured in such a way that it could be amended to incorporate FY 

13-14 and to extend the term accordingly. The Contract has been amended previously to extend 

the contract term and make language changes required by the federal Emergency Solutions 

Grant.  This third amendment provides for the continuation of rapid rehousing services by HNH 

using funds allocated by the City through June 2015.   

  
The Department of Community Development recommends that City Council authorize the 

expenditure of $67,621.00 in Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds and $200,000.00 in 

Dedicated Housing Funds and authorize the City Manager to execute Amendment Three to (the) 

Contract for Emergency Solutions Grant and Dedicated Housing  Fund Rapid Rehousing 

Services with Housing for New Hope, increasing the total contract amount to $547,175.00 and 

extending the term to June 30, 2015.  

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden asked what was the process for getting the word out to 

persons about the availability of funds.  She said based on her conversations with several 

individuals they felt the process was not inclusive.   

 

Larry Jarvis, of the Community Development Department, said this was a competitive 

application process and they advertised in the Herald Sun; the Carolina Times; by way of email 

to list-serve; they had a publicly advertised application workshop and Housing for New Hope 

was the only entity that requested these funds.    

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden said that is the piece that is so troubling due to other 

agencies in the city serving families.  She said there is something about the process that is not 

working and said affirmative steps needed to be taken by the city to think outside the box and 

make certain that all agencies are aware who are already doing this - that there is money 

available.  Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden said there were individuals who wanted to speak 

on this item and they are not present and spoke against suspending the rules and taking action on 

this item at the work session due to the process.   

 

For clarification, Larry Jarvis explained the various fiscal year dates and funds referenced in the 

previous contract and present contract.  Also, Mr. Jarvis said this contract was already setup to 

roll into a second year of funding.   

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden again stated it was the process and she was communicating 

what had been relayed to her and what she has seen over the years.   
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Council Member Catotti asked if people were not getting served or if other agencies are not 

getting access for servicing these funds.   She said she feel these are two separate issues and as 

long as the current organization is adequately/appropriately serving the individuals targeted with 

those funds she was not opposed to moving ahead with the item.  In terms of the process for 

future allocation of funds, Council Member Catotti said if the process is reopened it would 

appear to have a significant gap in delivery of services to the individuals who are most needed.    

 

Council Member Schewel said this contract was helping in a huge way providing for the 

homelessness.  He said if the Mayor Pro Tempore thought there were people wanting to be heard 

on this item at the upcoming council meeting he would not vote to suspend the rules and take 

action at the work session, but if the Mayor Pro Tempore felt she had made her point and there 

was no need to hear from citizens on Monday, April 7
th

 then the council could proceed with 

suspending the rules and vote today.     

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden said she felt the council needed to hear from the citizens 

who have concerns.  

 

Council Member Schewel suggested that the item be placed on the consent agenda and if citizens 

come to the meeting to speak on this item, it can be pulled for comments.   

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden spoke in support of Council Member Schewel’s  

recommendation.   

 

Council Member Moffitt raised concern with suspending the rules on this matter and said 

suspending the rules should be for emergency situations.   

 

Terry Allebaugh, representing Housing for New Hope, stated when the original contract was set 

up, it was understood if they met their performance measures which they did and exceeded the 

number of families served – then there would be a negotiation to extend the contract and provide 

another year’s funding.  He said they have been performing on that good faith standard that there 

would not be an interruption of services.  Also, he spoke on the percentage of funds going 

directly to assist clients.   

 

This item will be placed on the consent agenda for the April 7, 2014 City Council Meeting.  

 

 

Subject:  Location Change for Public Art Project Grant for Brenda Miller Holmes 

 

This item recommends the acceptance a public art mural to be installed on city property and the 

approval of a contract amendment to allow for the location change in the public art grant 

agreement with Brenda Miller Holmes for a project to create a Durham Civil Rights History 

mural. The proposed new location is the west wall of the Durham Convention Center, facing 

Morris Street. The item also recommends that the City Council hear a brief presentation by the 

artist, about the mural design, at the scheduled Work Session. 
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The Office of Economic and Workforce Development recommends that the City Council: 

 1.  Approve the installation of a civil rights mural by Brenda Miller Holmes on the west wall of 

Durham Convention Center, a facility jointly owned by the City of Durham and Durham County, 

subject to final approval of the mural design by the City and County administrations; and,  

2.  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract amendment to change the installation 

location of a civil rights mural to the west wall of the Durham Convention Center under a public 

art grant of $20,000 to Brenda Miller Holmes. 

Brenda Miller Holmes also made a brief presentation on this item referencing the process that 

was undertaken to gather information.   

 

The administration also commented on the City of Durham’s policy on public art and it was 

noted that $5,000 a year is allocated for public art.   

 

Subject:  Acceptance of the Donation of a Sculpture for CCB Plaza 

 

This item recommends that the City Council accept a donation by Downtown Durham, 

Incorporated (DDI) of a sculpture for installation in CCB Plaza for Bill Kalkolf’s contribution to 

downtown Durham. The item also recommends that the City Council hear a brief presentation 

about the sculpture design, at the Work Session. 

The Office of Economic and Workforce Development recommends that the City Council 

authorize the City Manager to execute a contract to accept ownership by the City of a sculpture 

to be installed on the pedestal at the southwest corner of CCB Plaza, or at such alternate location 

as the City might deem appropriate, subject to final approval of the design and installation by the 

City administration.  

 

Matthew Coppedge, of DDI, provided a power point presentation on the sculpture design.  He 

stated Al Frega is the local artist that has designed and installed public art pieces around the State 

of North Carolina. Funds were raised from the private sector to pay for the sculpture; they went 

before PAC 5 and the Cultural Advisory Board Public Art Committee and were endorsed by 

both; and currently working with City departments on finalizing the weight and structural 

support system.     
 

Al Frega, the artist, also provided a depiction of the artwork to be installed at CCB Plaza.   

 

Council Member Brown stated with a city the size of Durham there should be more than $5,000 

per year allocated for public art.  He said he would like to discuss this with the City Manager in 

the future for consideration.   

 

  

Subject:  U-0071 East End Connector Agreements with North Carolina Department of  

                Transportation 
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The staff report indicated that the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has 

prepared and adopted plans to construct the East End Connector from North NC 98 to Buck 

Dean Parkway NC 147 under Project U-0071.  See Attachment C for a map of the project.  The 

project will require the relocation of existing City of Durham water and sewer utilities that are 

within the project boundaries and the City is financially responsible for their cost of relocation.  

The relocation work will be performed by the contractor for NCDOT.  The City will reimburse 

NCDOT for the cost of the utility relocation work.  The cost responsibilities for this work are 

defined in the Utility Agreement.  New sidewalks, fencing upgrades, traffic signal mast arms and 

conduit for future street lights are project enhancements to be constructed by NCDOT’s 

contractor.  The City is responsible for the non-federal match costs of these improvements and 

the ongoing maintenance for the sidewalks.  The responsibilities for this work are defined in the 

project Municipal Agreement.   
 

The Public Works Department recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to 

execute a Utility Agreement with NCDOT for the relocation of utilities associated with the East 

End Connector project (U-0071) associated with the relocation of the City’s utility lines and 

authorize the expenditure of $594,174.00 from the Water Extensions and Improvements Account 

and establish a contingency fund in the amount of $59,417.40 (10%) for the relocation of the 

water lines, and authorize the expenditure of $546,823.00 from the Sewer Extensions and 

Improvements Account and establish a contingency fund in the amount of $54,682.30 (10%) for 

the relocation of the sewer lines.  The total expenditure of utility funds is $1,255,096.70. 

 

Council Member Moffitt asked if this is the entire city obligation for the East End Connector. 

 

The administration replied yes.   

 

Subject:  Bid Report January 2014 

 

To receive a report and to record into the minutes bids which were acted upon by the City 

Manager during the month of January 2014.  

 

Council Member Schewel said the bid for Fire Department Vehicles referenced that it was 

awarded to the low bidder; however, the bid report indicates it was awarded to a higher bidder.   

 

Sue Sandhoff, of the Finance Department, stated there needs to be a correction to the bid report 

to include the notation that the bid from IIderton Dodge did not include all of the specifications;  

therefore, the bid was withdrawn.   This correction will be made to the bid report.    

 

In response to an inquiry by Council Member Moffitt, the administration will provide the 

adopted council policy including an outline of the approved contracting guidelines for City of 

Durham procurement process prior to the April 7, 2014 City Council Meeting.  

 

Council Member Catotti requested information on Item #22 in the January 2014 bid report; 

asking what is a grit collector chain.  The administration will provide information on the grit 

collector chain prior to the April 7, 2014 meeting.   



March 20, 2014 

8 

 

 

 

Subject:  Proposed Sale of Air Rights Easement at 106 West Main Street (Parcel 102776) to  

                Empress Development LLC 

 

The staff report indicated that Empress Development LLC (Empress), owner of the former 

Monarch Services building located at 112 West Main Street and identified as parcel 102775 

seeks to acquire an easement from the City that will allow it to install windows as part of the 

renovation of its building. Empress is developing its property into a mixed use development, 

inclusive of ground-floor retail/restaurant and Class A office space on the second level. As the 

building footprint encompasses Empress’s entire parcel, the inclusion of window openings on the 

east face of their building requires an air rights easement from the City across the City’s adjacent 

parcel on the east side of their property in order to comply with applicable building codes. The 

proposed air rights easement is 2,970 square feet (30 feet wide and 99 feet long) of the City-

owned open space parcel located at 106 W. Main Street (parcel 102776). The proposed air rights 

easement is necessary so that Empress’s renovation of its building can include window openings 

on the first and second floors of its building.  

 

The Real Estate Division has conferred with City departments to determine if there is a current or 

future public use or purpose for the proposed location of the easement. There were no objections 

from City departments to granting the easement, and the parcel containing the proposed 

easement area is designated as open space in the Downtown Open Space Plan. Empress 

Development LLC is in the process of executing an Option to Purchase the easement for a total 

purchase price of $2,400.00.  
 

The General Services Department recommends City Council accept Empress Development 

LLC’s offer of $2,400.00 to purchase a 2,970.00 square foot air rights easement over a portion of 

parcel 102776 located at 106 W. Main Street, and authorize the City Manager to sell and the City 

Manager or the Mayor to convey the easement by deed. 

 

At this time, City Manager Baker stated he wanted to make sure the council was clear in terms of 

what this easement is.  He said the city parcel that is being granted the air rights is open space, 

and so long as it continues to be used as open space there will not be an issue.  He said an issue 

would come if for some reason in the future it was decided to build a building - then there would 

be a restriction that it would have to be a certain feet away from the property line and that is the 

easement that is being provided.  City Attorney Baker said he anticipates some changes to the 

staff memo which would reflect that the proposed easement does not impact the current use of 

the property so long as everyone understands what the current use is and there is a restriction if 

the city decides to change the use.   

 

David Fleischer, of General Services Department, spoke on the pricing of air rights stating it is 

done on a case-by-case basis, and with this item they used the precedent whereby they recently 

sold an air rights easement to the Mateo Restaurant.  He said does the property in question have a 

great deal of value, does the air rights have a great deal of value, referencing that they have 

placed a price on it that substantially recognizes the city for its time and effort in granting this 
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easement.   In addition, he said with this item, the city would be indicating not to do anything on 

the property.   

 

Subject:  Durham Small Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Contracting Activity for FY  

                2013 and Small Local Business Enterprise Update 

 

The staff report indicated that each year a final report is prepared that summarizes SDBE 

participation in city contracting for the fiscal year.  As a result of interim discussions during 

FY2013, direction was provided to expand the report and present a more detailed analysis of 

results and recommendations responsive to the results, with the overall goal of increasing 

participation by SDBE firms. 

 

In response to these discussions, a more detailed analysis of data and recommendations along 

with attachments detailing construction and professional services contracting activity of the City 

of Durham for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2013 was completed. 

 

In June of 2011, the City of Durham was successful in gaining the passage of Session Law 2011-

168 Senate Bill 297, a local act amending the Charter of the City of Durham to authorize the City 

to establish a Small Business Enterprise Program to promote the development of small 

businesses in the City and to enhance the opportunities for small businesses to participate in City 

contracts. The Durham Small Local Business Enterprise (SLBE) Program was approved by the 

City Council in December of 2012. The full implementation of the program began on November 

4, 2013. 

 

The Department of Equal Opportunity/Equity Assurance recommends that the City Council 

receive detailed report with a presentation of the SDBE Contracting Activity for FY2013 and 

brief update of the SLBE Program. 

 

At this time, EOEA Director Deborah Giles, gave a power point presentation summarizing the 

outcome of SDBE Contracting for FY 12-13. Her presentation also included a brief update on the 

status of the SLBE Program. 

 

 

Subject:  Extension of Equal Business Opportunity Program Ordinance 

 

The staff report indicated that the Ordinance to Promote Equal Opportunities in City Contracting, 

Chapter 18, Article III of the City Code known as the Equal Business Opportunity 

Program(EBOP) and Resolution #9021 establishing the EBOP Advisory Committee will sunset 

on March 31, 2014. Though the City has engaged the firm of Griffin & Strong to conduct a 

Disparity Study of our contracting activity and make recommendation regarding our current 

program, the study is not scheduled for completion before October of 2014. After completion of 

the study, additional time will be needed to study and implement any recommendations made. 

Unless the ordinance and the advisory committee are continued, the City of Durham will have no 

program to enforce the provision of equal opportunities for small firms owned by socially and 
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economically disadvantaged persons. In the absence of another program to serve this function, it 

is requested that the Council continue the current EBOP ordinance and the EBOP Advisory 

Committee.   

 

Motion by Council Member Catotti seconded by Council Member Davis to suspend the rules of 

the council and take action on this item was approved at 3:33 p.m. by the following vote:  Ayes:  

Mayor Bell, Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden and Council Members Brown, Catotti, Davis, 

Moffitt and Schewel.  Noes:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Motion by Council Member Brown seconded by Council Member Catotti to adopt an Ordinance 

to extend the sunset of the current Ordinance to Promote Equal Business Opportunities in City 

Contracting, Chapter 18, Article III of the City Code known as the Equal Business Opportunity 

Program (EBOP) until March 31, 2016; and  

 

To extend the term of the EBOP Advisory Committee and its duties as they appear in Resolution 

#9021 until March 31, 2016 was approved at 3:33 p.m. by the following vote:  Ayes:  Mayor 

Bell, Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden and Council Members Brown, Catotti, Davis, Moffitt 

and Schewel.  Noes:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Ordinance #14595  

 

 

Subject:  FY2014-15 Budget Development Guidelines 

 

At the City’s annual budget retreat on February 28, 2014, a draft of the recommended budget 

development guidelines for the fiscal year 2015 budget were presented to City Council.  The City 

Council had an opportunity to discuss the guidelines and make changes.  Based on their feedback 

and other information received, the administration revised the guidelines and is presenting the 

final version to City Council for approval.   

 

At this time, Deputy City Manager William Ferguson presented information regarding General 

Services dollars spent on Parks and Recreation and Parks and Recreation Maintenance Budget. 

 

The council had a discussion regarding a dedicated funding source for parks maintenance and 

repealing the $1.80 a month fee and instituting a tax instead.     

 

Mayor Bell said he was not comfortable raising taxes for parks maintenance and would not 

support repealing the solid waste fee for a tax increase.  Also, Mayor Bell said when the city did 

the penny for housing, it was specific for affordable housing, but a penny for parks could be for 

anything and he was troubled by that.  He said the city needs to be maintaining what they already 
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have.  Also, he reminded his colleagues that he has consistently asked that a thorough analysis be 

done on what type of maintenance is required for the city’s parks/recreation centers and the cost.  

He said people have in mind a penny for recreation which has nothing to do with maintenance, 

they are looking at trails; roads; other additions; etc., and said he would not be supporting that 

until the city gets a handle on what they currently have.   

 

Deputy City Manager Ferguson said they do have a maintenance plan that has targets for 

frequency; targets for service level for virtually every element of the parks.  He said the piece 

that is missing is not having invested the significant amount of effort that it would take to 

translate that into a cost number.  He said they have prioritized those things that are most critical 

for existing staff to be able to provide.  He said that General Services and Parks and Recreation 

have a document which they have been going back and forth with and he has tasked them with 

just that - [what is the ideal height of the grass, how many times do we need to be there to mow it 

to that height, ideal frequency inspection of playground equipment to what level] and again what 

is missing is translating that into a maintenance number.  Within the last five months, Deputy 

City Manager Ferguson said they have been focusing their efforts primarily working across 

departmental efforts “what can we do with what we have.”  He said they realize for the most part 

there is not going to be a transformational change in the future in terms of funding.     

 

Responding to the Deputy City Manager’s comments, the Mayor said he was glad to hear that a 

plan is in place because he felt it would be a much easier sell, not only for him but also to the 

public, if they knew that.  He said due to the absence of cost for the things mentioned, he could 

not support it.   

 

Council Member Brown said at this juncture money for new rec centers is not needed.  He said 

what is needed, is to maintain what we have and increase the participation within the existing 

facilities.   

 

Also several members of Council felt that consideration should be given to making the change 

replacing the solid waste fee as seen by citizens as a regressive fee with less regressive tax.  

 

Council Member Moffitt said the solid waste fee annual revenue is equivalent to about six-tenths 

of a cent on the city’s property tax rate, which generates about $1.4 million a year for solid waste 

management.   

 

Council Member Schewel said people are for maintenance and consider that a priority.  He 

mentioned the conversation held by the Open Spaces & Trails Commission stating a little bit of 

money is needed to buy an easement that will complete a trial, make the trail whole, small things 

like that - not giant things, not huge amounts of money he said.  He noted he was in support of a 
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penny because he felt more new was needed; however, he could support one-half cent and 

devoting most of that to maintenance.     

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden said the council needed to be mindful that everyone around 

the table could afford to pay increases in taxes; however, there are so many Durham citizens who 

are struggling to make ends meet.  Also, she reminded her colleagues about the other increases 

being proposed such as water and sewer rates; storm water rates; etc. that will be impacting the 

citizens of Durham.  Regarding the parks and recreation, she stated she would like to see more 

protection of the assets through park rangers.   

 

A motion was made by Council Member Schewel seconded by Council Member Catotti to 

include as part of the budget development guidelines - to consider a one-half cent tax increase 

and to direct the administration to come back to council with specificity on what can be 

accomplished with one-half cent for parks and recreation.    

 

Mayor Bell and Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden said they would not be supporting Council 

Member Schewel’s motion.  Mayor Bell said he needed to know what the maintenance issues 

are.   

 

A substitute motion was made by Council Member Catotti seconded by Council Member Brown 

to approve the budget development guidelines without specifying an amount for parks and 

recreation, asking the administration to bring back a list of the highest priorities for parks 

maintenance for consideration and at that time the council can decide how much is needed.      

 

Council Members Moffitt and Schewel said that could not support the substitute motion because 

it was too vague/no guidance to the staff.   

 

Mayor Bell said he did not view the substitute motion as being too vague.  He said the substitute 

motion is saying to the administration - come back to the council and tell us what your priorities 

are in terms of the maintenance issue and informing the council of the cost.   

 

Council Member Catotti withdrew her substitute motion.   

 

Substitute Motion by Council Member Moffitt seconded by Council Member Davis to add to 

the budget guidelines – to consider eliminating the $1.80 per month solid waste fee and to direct 

staff to come back with up to six-tenths of a cent to be dedicated to solid waste was approved at 

4:40 p.m. by the following vote:  Ayes:  Council Members Catotti, Davis, Moffitt and Schewel.  

Noes:  Mayor Bell, Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden and Council Member Brown.  Absent:  

None.   
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Motion by Council Member Catotti seconded by Mayor Bell without a dedicated funding source, 

to direct the staff to bring the council a series of maintenance needs for consideration for the 

parks was approved at 4:44 by the following vote:  Ayes:  Mayor Bell, Mayor Pro Tempore 

Cole-McFadden and Council Members Brown, Catotti, Davis, Moffitt and Schewel.  Noes:  

None.  Absent:  None.   

 

The proposed budget guidelines will be further discussed at the April 7, 2014 City Council 

Meeting.   

 

At this time, City Clerk Gray announced the ballot results for the Durham Performing Arts 

Center Oversight Committee.  She noted that Chris Ogden received 7 votes.   

 

Settling the Agenda for the April 7, 2014 Meeting 

 

City Manager Bonfield referenced the following items for the April 7, 2014 City Council 

Meeting agenda:  Consent Items 1 thru 9; 11 thru 16; and GBA Public Hearing Item #18.  

 

Motion by Council Member Catotti seconded by Council Member Brown to approve settling the 

agenda for the April 7, 2014 meeting as stated by City Manager Bonfield.  

 

The motion was approved by a vote of 7/0 at 4:45 p.m.   

 

 

There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 4:45 

p.m. 

 

 

 

D. Ann Gray, MMC, NCCMC 

City Clerk   

 
 

 

 


