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                                                                          DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

                                                                          FRIDAY, MAY 23, 2014 

                                                                          8:30 A.M. 

 

Pursuant to the proper notification, the Durham City Council held a special meeting with the 

Durham Legislative Delegation on the above date and time in the Committee Room located at 

101 City Hall Plaza.  

 

The following members were in attendance:  Mayor William V. “Bill” Bell, Mayor Pro Tempore 

Cora Cole-McFadden and Council Members Eugene Brown, Diane Catotti, Eddie Davis, Don 

Moffitt and Steve Schewel.  Absent:  None.   

 

Durham Delegation in Attendance:     Senator Floyd McKissick, Senator Mike Woodard, 

Representative Mickey Michaux and Representative Graig Meyer.  

 

City Staff in Attendance:  City Manager Thomas J. Bonfield, Senior Assistant City Attorney 

Fred Lamar, Deputy City Managers Wanda Page and Keith Chadwell, Senior Assistant to the 

City Manager Karmisha Wallace and City Clerk D. Ann Gray.     

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bell and he welcomed everyone in attendance.  

 

SUBJECT:  2014 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA AND ADVOCAY REQUESTS 

 

Senior Assistant to the City Manager Karmisha Wallace presented the following 2014 Short 

Session Legislative Agenda:    

 

City of Durham 

2014 Short Session Legislative Agenda 
 

Local Bill Request 

 On Street Parking An Act to Allow the City of Durham to Allow payment for on-street 

parking by Various Means including Currency, Credit Card or Electronic Means and to 

use proceeds collected from on-street parking programs and providing parking facilities 

 

Advocacy Requests 

 Privilege License Fees – Oppose cap on Privilege License Fee 

 Property Tax Revenues – Oppose cap on Property Tax Revenues 

 Trees on Private Property – Oppose restrictions on Local Tree Ordinances 

 Protest Petitions – Oppose legislation that repeals protest petitions 

 Rental Inspections – Oppose legislation that restricts Proactive Rental Inspection 

Program 

 

 

Also, the following resolution was presented to the Durham Delegation for consideration:     
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RESOLUTION BY THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL  

REGARDING LEGISLATION TO REMOVE LOCAL AUTHORITY  

OVER TREE PRESERVATION 
 

Whereas the City of Durham is committed to developing environmentally sound, yet reasonable, 

development regulations that promote not only an attractive community, but one that is thriving 

and sustainable; and 

Whereas the City recognizes numerous benefits in maintaining local authority over trees on 

private property; and  

Whereas the City recognizes the value of trees as an essential part of the urban form and 

development, thus local authority is essential in how Durham determines how to grow and 

develop;  

Whereas the City of Durham recognizes the importance of local authority to maintain an 

effective stewardship of the community’s natural resources; and 

Whereas the City of Durham recognizes the environmental benefits of maintaining local 

regulation of trees, such as the preservation and enhancement of water quality and watercourses, 

providing a natural method of improving water quality and reducing stormwater quantity; 

reduction of heat island effects, maintains natural habitats, reduction of carbon dioxide and 

production of oxygen; protection of publicly-maintained trees from disease and infestation, 

prevention of invasive species; and 

Whereas the City of Durham recognizes that trees are a contributing factor to the aesthetic value 

to the community, enhancement of property values, and social and educational opportunities for its 

residents and visitors.  

  

NOW THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL:  

 

Oppose any legislation which removes the City’s authority to “adopt or enforce any ordinance, 

rule, regulation or resolution that regulates the removal, replacement, and preservation of trees 

on private property.” 

 

The Durham Delegation expressed support for the City’s 2014 legislative agenda.   

 

At this time, Mayor Bell recognized Patrick Byker who briefed the delegation on a request on 

behalf of Creek Wood Highway 70 Alexander, LLC to allow the City of Durham’s Unified 

Development Ordinance to govern the entitlement and development of two small remnant 

parcels identified as Wake County PINS.  The two parcels are located within Raleigh’s city  
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limits and would need to be de-annexed by state legislation. He asked the delegation to support 

this request.  

 

Senator Woodard gave an update on a reform bill being discussed at the legislature regarding 

Jordan Lake - city losing authority to control buffers and taking authority from cities to clarify 

water reclassification. 

 

Mayor Bell thanked the Durham Delegation for taking the time to meet with the City Council.  

 

 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the City Council and Durham Legislative 

Delegation, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

D. Ann Gray, MMC, NCCMC 

City Clerk   
 

 

 


