
DURHAM CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 @ 1:00 p.m. 

2
nd

 Floor Committee Room – 101 City Hall Plaza  

 

Present:  Mayor Pro Tempore Cora Cole-McFadden and Council Members Eugene Brown, 

Diane Catotti, Eddie Davis, Don Moffitt and Steve Schewel.  Excused Absence:  Mayor William 

V. “Bill” Bell.   

 

Also present:  City Manager Thomas J. Bonfield, Senior Assistant City Attorney Fred Lamar and 

City Clerk D. Ann Gray.  

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.  

 

 

SUBJECT:  EXCUSE MAYOR BELL FROM MEETING  

 

MOTION by Council Member Catotti seconded by Council Member Davis to excuse Mayor 

Bell from the November 19
th

 City Council Work Session was approved at 1:01 p.m. by the 

following vote:  Ayes:  Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden and Council Members Catotti, 

Davis, Moffitt and Schewel.  Noes:  None.  Absent At Time of Vote:  Council Member Brown.  

Excused Absence:  Mayor Bell.   

 

 

[CEREMONIAL ITEM] 

 

Lee Worsley, Executive Director of TJCOG, presented the City of Durham with a plaque for 

being one of the Best Workplace for Commuters.  Also, he presented a plaque to Council 

Member Brown for his service as the City’s representative on the Triangle J Council of 

Governments.   

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden asked if there were any announcements from the Council.  

 

As part of the Mayor’s Poverty Reduction Initiative, Council Member Schewel referenced the 

Finance Task Force kick-off for the children’s savings account initiative scheduled January 

2016.    

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden shared with the Council a letter she had received from the 

President of the National League of Cities extending its greatest sympathy for the terrorist 

actions endured by the City of Paris and its citizens.  The President of the National League of 

Cities asked that cities across the USA join them on Friday, November 20
th

 at 3:20 p.m. with a 

moment of silence to commemorate the lives lost.   

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden thanked Kimberly Horn & Associates for their efforts they 

had made to increase diversity in their workplace.   
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The Mayor Pro Tempore asked for priority items from the City Manager, City Attorney and City 

Clerk.  

 

City Manager Bonfield stated that the following citizens would not be present to speak at the 

Work Session:  Nancy Wilson; Scott Holmes and Tia Hall.   

 

The City Manager also acknowledged that today would be the last meeting for Council Members 

Brown and Catotti; and stated he had been a pleasure working with them over the years and they 

would be missed.   

 

There were no priority items from the City Attorney and City Clerk.   

 

After the Mayor Pro Tempore, announced each item on the printed agenda, the following items 

were pulled for comments and/or further discussion:   

 

 

SUBJECT:  JOHN TARANTINO 

 

To receive comments from John Tarantino regarding Gary Puckett and the Union Gap Parody – 

featuring a mystery council member.   

 

John Tarantino provided a song selection regarding Gary Puckett and the Union Gap Parody – 

featuring Council Member Diane Catotti.   

 

 

SUBJECT:  RANDY CHAMBERS  

 

To receive comments from Randy Chambers regarding deprioritizing marijuana misdemeanor 

enforcement.   

 

Randy Chambers, President of Self-Help Credit Union, addressed the Council on racial 

disparities on minor marijuana in Durham; referenced why Self-Help Credit Union was speaking 

about the issue stating his institution was invested in the neighborhoods which were impacted; 

and commented on a report they provided regarding marijuana arrests disparities.  Mr. Chambers 

asked that the City Council pass a Resolution or some formal action ensuring the reduction of 

disparity enforcement around minor marijuana crimes in Durham; and also requested that 100% 

of marijuana misdemeanor charges be enforced as citations rather than arrests.   

 

City Manager Bonfield stated that Mayor Bell chaired a task force this summer but it was not 

only related to misdemeanor marijuana; it was related to all first time misdemeanors for persons 

21 years of age or younger.  Regarding the proposal referenced by Mr. Chambers, the City 

Manager stated it would be at the Council’s discretion on how to proceed.   

 

Council Member Schewel appreciated the comments and the report from the Self-Help 

representatives; and stated the biggest problem they have is with the State; and stated the Council 



November 19, 2015 

3 
 

could not decriminalize marijuana use; and referenced the Police Department expanding the 

misdemeanor diversion program.   

 

Council Member Moffitt stated this was not only an issue for Durham but for cities across the 

country.  

 

Mr. Chambers referenced the process that had been undertaken by Greensboro and Fayetteville, 

reducing traffic stops for minor infractions.     

 

 

SUBJECT:  COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE BROWN 

 

Referencing the Mayor’s Initiative to Reduce Poverty, Council Member Brown provided a 

Powerpoint presentation on “Why Fathers Matter – Part II” A Minority Report to the Mayor’s 

Initiative To Reduce Poverty.   

 

 

SUBJECT:  PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR AMERICAN  

                     TOBACCO DISTRICT WATERLINE REPLACEMENT – CONTRACT  

                     AWARD TO KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES, INC.     
 

The administration recommended that the City Manager be authorized to execute a contract with 

Kimley-Horn and Associates, for Professional Engineering Services in an amount not to exceed 

$1,418,000.00 for the American Tobacco District Waterline Replacement Contract; establish a 

contingency fund for the contract in an amount not to exceed $141,800.00 and to authorize the 

City Manager to negotiate change orders for the contract provided that the total project cost does 

not exceed $1,559,800.00.   

 

At the request of Council Member Moffitt, Water Management Director Don Greeley spoke on 

the size of the project; areas included; noted this was just the first phase and referenced the 

overall cost of the project would range from three to four million dollars.   

 

 

SUBJECT:  PRIORITY TRAILS FOR A HEALTHY WELL-CONNECTED DURHAM 

 

The staff report noted that in June 2015, City Council approved funding for an assessment of 

Durham’s priority trails as identified by the City and Durham Open Space and Trails 

Commission with the purpose of determining specific costs to design and build trails.  

 

The administration recommended that City Council receive the “Priority Trails for A Healthy 

Well Connected Durham” pamphlet.  

 

Council Member Schewel thanked the administration for getting the work done by contracting 

with Alta Planning; and referenced the five priority trails that had been identified by the Open 

Space and Trails Commission and the city administration.   
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Discussion was held on the North Ellerbe Creek Trail and its location.   

 

Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden spoke on the City being more inclusive of trails in the 

northern part of Durham.     

 

 

SUBJECT:  COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE FISCAL  

                     YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2015  

 

The administration recommended that the City Council receive and accept the Comprehensive 

Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2015 as presented and approved at 

the October 26, 2015  Audit Services Oversight Committee Meeting.   

 

The City of Durham is required by North Carolina General Statues to have an annual financial 

audit.  The purpose of the audit is to obtain an opinion from a certified public accountant on the 

City’s general purpose financial statements.  

 

Mr. Eddie Burke, of Cherry Bekaert, presented a Powerpoint presentation referencing 3 key 

areas.  He stated it was in their opinion, that the financial statements present fairly, in all material 

respects, the respective financial position of the government activities, the business-type 

activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City, as of June 

30, 2015, and the respective changes in financial position, and where applicable, cash flows 

thereof and the respective budgetary comparison for the general fund for the year then ended in 

accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.   

 

The Council thanked the auditor and the city administration for the positive report.   

 

 

SUBJECT:  FY2015-16 FIRST QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

To receive the FY2015-16 First Quarter Report.   

 

A Powerpoint presentation was presented by Budget Director Bertha Johnson which was based 

on three months of financial information:  She commented on the following topics explaining in 

detail:    

 

 General Fund – Revenues & Expenditures 

 Water and Sewer Fund Revenues & Expenses 

 Water and Sewer Capital Facility Fee Fund 

 Transit Operations Fund – Revenue & Expenses 

 Transit Fund – Source of Funding 

 Solid Waste Fund – Revenues & Expenses  

 Stormwater Fund – Revenues & Expenses 

 Parking Fund – Revenues & Expenses 

 Debt Reserve Fund  

 Other Projects 
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The next financial update will be presented to the Council on February 18, 2016.   

 

Settling the Agenda – December 7, 2015 City Council Meeting  

 

City Manager Bonfield referenced the following items for the December 7, 2015 City Council 

Agenda:  Consent Agenda Items 1 thru 9.   There were no General Agenda Business nor Public 

Hearings items scheduled.     

 

MOTION by Council Member Moffitt seconded by Council Member Schewel to settle the 

agenda for the December 7, 2015 City Council Meeting as stated by the City Manager was 

approved at 2:49 p.m. by the following vote:  Ayes:  Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden and 

Council Members Brown, Catotti, Davis, Moffitt and Schewel.  Noes:  None.  Excused Absence:  

Mayor Bell.  

 

Closed Session – 2:49 p.m.  

 

MOTION by Council Member Catotti seconded by Council Member Davis to go into closed 

session to discuss a possible economic development incentive for business retention and 

expansion within the City limits was approved at 2:49 p.m. by the following vote:  Ayes:  Mayor 

Pro Tempore Cole-McFadden and Council Members Brown, Catotti, Davis, Moffitt and 

Schewel.  Noes:  None.  Excused Absence:  Mayor Bell.  

 

Open Session – 3:06 p.m. 

 

MOTION by Council Member Catotti seconded by Council Member Schewel to return to open 

session was approved at 3:06 p.m. by the following vote:  Ayes:  Mayor Pro Tempore Cole-

McFadden and Council Members Brown, Catotti, Davis, Moffitt and Schewel.  Noes:  None.  

Excused Absence:  Mayor Bell.  

 

No action was taken by the Council in open session.  

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 3:06 

p.m.  

 

 

 

D. Ann Gray, MMC, NCCMC 

City Clerk   

 


