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Compact Neighborhood Planning
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Located between two planned 
light rail stations, this area which 
is currently developed as auto-
oriented commercial businesses 
and hotels, is a good candidate 
for high density, mixed use 
redevelopment. With access to 
highways, this is a highly visible 
location that could act as a gateway 
into Durham.
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The plan to extend Southwest Durham Drive to the north side of the 
boulevard means better access to the light rail station for parcels 
north of US 15-501. East of Mt. Moriah Road, the proposed Compact 
Neighborhood follows a recorded sewer easement. Staff does have 
reservations about including an area with environmental sensitivity. 
There are steep slopes leading to the Dry Creek and Mount Moriah 
Bottomlands that should not be disturbed. However, restricting 
the boundary to parcels fronting onto US 15-501 could create an 
incentive for continued strip commercial development and leave the 
developable acreage to the north virtually inaccessible. 

Aerial maps are dated 2013 and may not reflect current conditions.
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New Hope Commons Shopping Center is 20 
years old and will likely redevelop within coming 
decades. Proximity to highways and planned light 
rail make this a prime site for higher density and 
mixed use development that can also act as a 
gateway into Durham. Long term plans to convert 
Durham-Chapel Hill Boulevard (US 15-501) into 
a limited access freeway could prevent direct 
access to the light rail the station; therefore 
promoting a multimodal connection is important.  

Staff’s recommended boundary 
follows the New Hope Preserve 
Trail. Preserving significant 
natural environments is vital, 
and stringent regulations 
will restrict development in 
floodplains. 

With access to two planned light rail 
stations, existing apartment complexes and 
underdeveloped areas north of Old Chapel 
Hill Road will be well-served by transit. 
Planned bicycle and pedestrian improvements 
along Old Chapel Hill Road, as well as the 
completion of a collector street mean that this 
will be an imporant transition zone from the 
high density core to established residential 
neighborhoods to the south. 

Patterson Place Shopping Center 
forms the nucleus of the Compact 
Neighborhood. The transformation 
of this suburban shopping center 
into a transit-oriented district will 
be reliant on completing the grid 
network of streets, infill development 
on surface parking lots, and eventual 
redevelopment of big box retail stores.

Githens Middle School is 
designed in a suburban 
one-story layout with 
large playing fields and 
parking lots. It is a long-
term civic use that would 
not fit the intent of the 
Compact Neighborhood. 
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