March 15, 2022
7:00 PM

Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Meeting Minutes

Call to Order, Roll Call, Intros, Excused Absences, Equity and Land Acknowledgement 7:00
Present: Aidil Ortiz, Kai Monast, Deniz Aydemir, Mike Shepherd, Ed Rizzuto, Susanne Schmal, Michael Moorman,
Emily Egge, Tyler Dewey, Tony Patterson, Idreese Foxworth, Javiera Caballero
Absent: None
Excused Absence: Dan Clever, Milton Kendall, Adam Pyburn, Heidi Carter
Staff: Dale McKeel, Evian Patterson, James Davis, Jr., Lynwood Best, Tannu Gupta, Leslie Tracey, Brian Taylor
Guests: Yesina Roblero, Jacopo Montobbio, Paul Harvin, David Bradway, Arleigh Greenwald
Update on new members and openings
-Four openings are being advertised in the community. Two at the city and two at the county.
Adjustments to the Agenda 7:05
-Aidil requested the addition of revisiting our Equity resolution as it pertains to trails and affordable housing to new
business on the agenda.
Approval of Minutes from January and February Meetings 7:11
-Emily moves to approve both minutes and Ed Second. Motion approved.
-Dale has received a request to share minutes on the web site even before they are approved. Commission is fine
with this as long as the fact that they are not APPROVED minutes is clearly stated at the top of the minutes.
Public Comments 7:15
-none
Presentations 7:20
City of Durham RAISE Grant Letter of Support (Evian Patterson)
-Evian Patterson joined BPAC to share from the CIty’s Transportation Department. Working on the FY22 RAISE
projects and wants to get a letter of support for the plan.
-RAISE in Durham is focusing on safety on Route 3, 3B and 3C. This is one of the most productive routes in the city.
Based on the Better Bus Project, Holloway street was chosen as a key corridor and this is the main focus of RAISE
Durham. The Village Shopping Center bus stop in this area is second most used stop in the system.
-RAISE funding for the Holloway/Hwy 98 corridor proposed projects would meet several goals around climate
change, service, and safety.
-Brian Taylor was able to get bus stop improvements on Raynor St. secured in advance of the conclusion of the RAISE
process so GO Triangle can work on this sooner rather than later.
-Evian has a template of a letter that we can use and shared it with the group.
-Emily motioned to approve the letter of support for RAISE project. Motion passed.
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-USDOT is rebranding environmental justice with the title Justice 40. The idea is to invest 40% of federal funds into
communities negatively impacted by climate change. https://www.transportation.gov/equity-Justice40
Equitable and Green Infrastructure Projects (James E. Davis, Jr.)
-James Davis presented on behalf of NIS. Creating a group that will help us keep this project accountable. Council
approved a ½ cent on the tax rate to invest in low wealth communities harmed by governmental policies.
-Not just talking about infrastructure but programs, policies and procedures.
-Tax will focus on geographic and demographic communities for investment.
-Want residents to serve at Neighborhood Allies to engage and ensure residents’ voiced needs and wants are
prioritized.
-The Neighborhood Allies will co-create, co-design, and co-educate and create better feedback loops. They will have
the support of the Neighborhood Strategists (city employees) in this work. Whether a stipend is being offered has
not yet been determined.
-Orientation begins soon and they are actively recruiting residents.
-Curamericas Global will be using data collection and reporting tools they have within this effort. They are the data
partner.
-Ed mentioned that he saw a line item for equitable communication systems and he wanted to make sure that
various disabilities are considered with this line item.
Committee Reports 8:00
Education, Encouragement and Engagement Committee Report (Susanne Schmal)
-Upcoming event on Earth day will need bike valets and there will be a traffic garden.
-Aidil has followed up with Black Girls Do Bike and they agreed to do a panel talk for Bike Month and will get the
stipend that BPAC has. Their panel will be on May 19th. ($890 split between the two speakers and can draw the
money via an invoice).
-Have about $730 aside from the Bike Month speaker money to support other speakers
-Exploring collaborations with BikeWalkNC.
-Working with Brian Taylor to create slides on how to request a sidewalk or bike lane.
-Mike and Susanne are mostly posting on Social Media and Adam is mostly doing twitter.
-Susanne suggested the potential use of google drive for sharing files. Emily concerned about how it may violate
open meetings regulations and keeping it well organized.
-For Book Club, going to start in June 14 at 7pm after the EEE meeting on the book Confessions of a Recovering
Engineer.
Development Review Committee Report (Dan Clever)
-Combined meeting with PIE. Looked over a couple plans.
Washington Street plans for a nearby trail.
Development on Cornwallis Rd.
-Looked over the cheat sheet for reviewing these development plans.
Bike & Pedestrian Plan Implementation / Evaluation Committee Report (Michael Moorman)
-Summarized some research about bicycle and pedestrian levels of services from around the country. Issues remain
the same in that cars are given top convenience and that has the inverse effect on bike/ped needs and don’t
emphasize safety. Hasn’t run across any solutions in the literature as of yet.
Updates from Liaisons
Durham City Council (Javiera Caballero) - Durham just got money to update the Durham Bus Station. There was a hit
and run on pedestrian on Roxboro. Talking to Duke Park neighbors soon. This is a road that city may want local
control over to make it more safe.
Durham Board of County Commissioners (Heidi Carter) - none
Duke University (Tyler Dewey) - Met with Trish Farnham from BikeWalkNC.
NC Central University (Tony Patterson) - Have a campus event to have a First Lady Walk. This event has happened
for over 20 years and working with Bike Durham to support a bike rodeo for the youth. April 2 from 8am-12pm.
Comprehensive Plan (Aidil Ortiz & Ed Rizzuto) - Ed shared that the Transportation Policy Group is meeting again on
March 16th to finalize policy statements. Ed and others has suggested a policy that a Transportation Advisory
Commission be put in place again in the city. We might consider having it folded into BPAC in some way.
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Other Community Updates (All)
-Final event for Rail Trail outreach will be happening on March 19, 10am-12pm at Duke Park.
-Tom Devlin was invited to do the presentation on paratransit updates to Vision Insights and Sean Egan will be
joining for the presentation. But riders are concerned about health on public transit and worried that the level of
services may have suffered during the pandemic.
Old Business 8:34
2022 Retreat Follow-up (Susanne Schmal)
-Susanne sent the summary via email
-still looking for what speakers we want to include for the rest of the year at BPAC meetings
-should add a request for a speaker to discuss school transportation from DPS
-Office on Youth plans to do a training on working with youth in May for our BPAC members
-Creating more orientation materials for new members
New Business 8:42
-Aidil suggested that she draft a statement to bring back to BPAC for their support for Community Development to
address the issue of displacement and affordable housing along trial corridors in Durham.
Announcements and Updates 8:50 - None
Communication Priorities from Meeting and Committees 8:50
-Adding the minutes on the website prior to the next month's meeting and including a clause / caveat re: not being
the approved version yet.
-Letter of support for RAISE
-Share interest form for Equitable and Green infrastructure projects - with / for neighborhoods that are eligible.
-continue discussion on Google Drive
-Book Club June 14th at 7pm
-Roxboro Hit and Run community meeting
-April 2 First Lady Walk at NCCU
-March 16th - Transportation Policy Table for Comprehensive Plan
-March 19th - Spring Celebration on March 19th for Rail Trail outreach
-Dale is going to ask about hybrid meeting options
-Promote May 19th Black Girls Bike event.
Adjourn 8:54
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March 15, 2022
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) on March 15, 2022, voted
unanimously to express strong support for the City of Durham to receive funding under the US
Department of Transportation (USDOT) Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability
and Equity (RAISE) grant program for 2022. The City is submitting an application under this
program to advance a series of improvements along the Holloway Street (NC-98) corridor in
East Durham to enhance transit facilities, sidewalk connections and pedestrian safety, as well as
bicycle facilities and network connectivity to prioritize the needs of vulnerable users in a
corridor with a tragic history of serious injuries and fatalities.
The City of Durham adopted Vision Zero in 2017 and continues to develop projects that
equitably increase pedestrian safety, prioritize access to transit, and better connect multimodal
access throughout the city and to regional greenways and trails. The City developed the
GoDurham Better Bus Study to design street, sidewalk, and bus stop improvements that
provide safe access to bus stops, enhance comfort at bus stops, and improve bus service on
GoDurham routes. Holloway Street was selected as a Transit Emphasis Corridor (TEC) given
increased ridership and access needs as well as significantly serving Justice-40 communities, a
key priority for the RAISE program. The City of Durham proposes to include the Holloway TEC as
a natural connection to improving multimodal access, pedestrian safety, and a critical
connection to greenways and trails throughout the NC-98 corridor. This connection
additionally includes Access to Transit improvements along Junction Road connecting to
Holloway Street.
In 2018, the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro MPO, the NC Capital Area MPO (CAMPO) and NCDOT
coordinated a study of the NC-98 Corridor to identify safety and mobility improvements in the
corridor from US-70 in Durham County through Wake County to U.S. 401 in Franklin County.
Priority recommendations included improving a four-lane urban cross section with median from
US-70 to Sherron Road, in order to increase capacity to accommodate current and future
volumes and provide design improvements for safety concerns throughout the corridor. This
portion was subsequently included in NCDOT 2020-2029 STIP (U-6120) to construct safety
improvements, and widen to add median, bicycle lanes (or a shared use path), sidewalks,
transit stop improvements and traffic signals where needed.

The City’s GoDurham transit services provide residents and visitors with an affordable and
reliable transportation option and is vital for riders, who are often essential workers, seniors,
students, people of color, and low-wealth individuals. Eighty percent of GoDurham riders are
people of color and 72 percent of riders report incomes of less than $25,000.
Construction of these improvements will help advance the City’s Racial Equity vision and will
improve the quality of life, access to transit and safety of residents of Durham and the greater
DCHC MPO region. Durham BPAC advocates for the City of Durham to receive federal funding
to advance these projects, and respectfully requests and appreciates your time in considering
this application.
Sincerely,

Susanne Schmal, BPAC Chair
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FY22 RAISE: Safe, Equitable Streets to Transit
Durham Bike & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC)
March 15, 2022

Holloway Street/NC-98
 From Downtown
Durham -Elizabeth
St to Lynn Road
 Extension: Junction
Road (from
Holloway to Ross)

GoDurham’s Route
3/3B/3C

 Highest ridership
 3,291 weekday
riders
 52 pax/hr
 Village Shopping
Center
 2nd highest
boarding

 GoDurham Better Bus
Project
 Holloway Transit
Emphasis Corridor (TEC)
 Village Transit Center
 Access to Transit
(Junction Road)
 STIP TD-5294
 NC-98 Corridor Study (STIP
U-6120)

QUESTIONS??
Contact Information
Evian Patterson
Assistant Transportation Director
Phone: 919.560.4366 x36412
Email: evian.patterson@durhamnc.gov

919.560.4366

DurhamNC.gov

Follow Us @CityofDurhamNC

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
March 2022

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Council approved a ½ cent on the tax rate!

Purpose:
Prioritize investment in, and engagement with, low-wealth communities,
Black/African American communities, communities of color and other
communities that have historically been excluded from and/or harmed by
governmental policies and actions
Goals:
• Acknowledge past harm and eliminate disparities in infrastructure investments
• Improve infrastructure and promote environmental justice in historically
disinvested neighborhoods and communities
• Develop and implement community-driven processes to activate equitable and
green infrastructure improvements

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
What Is Infrastructure
• Infrastructure is the set of fundamental facilities and systems that support the
sustainable functionality of households and firms.

• Infrastructure is composed of public and private physical structures such as roads,
railways, bridges, tunnels, water supply, sewers, electrical grids, and
telecommunications.
• Infrastructure has been defined as "the physical components of interrelated
systems providing commodities and services essential to enable, sustain, or
enhance societal living conditions" and maintain the surrounding environment.

– Wikipedia

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program

What Is Infrastructure
Traditional (or "Hard") infrastructure the City and/or County provides include:
• Water & Wastewater (Public Sewer, Public Water, Well and Septic
Systems)
• Transit (Buses, Paratransit)
• Roads/Streets
• Bike & Pedestrian (Sidewalks, Bike Lanes, Trails, Greenways etc.)
• Storm Water
• Broadband

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Potential Hard Infrastructure Categories

Sidewalks

Includes unfunded projects from the 2017 Bike + Walk Plan, new sidewalk projects
suggested by staff or Council to address infrastructure inequity, sidewalk gap projects, and
sidewalk repairs

Pedestrian Safety and Access Includes projects designed to enhance safety and mobility at intersections, as well as
Improvements
building new pedestrian connections to bus stops and transit infrastructure

Bicycle Facilities

Adds bicycle lanes on busy roadways, neighborhood bike route facilities on low-volume
roadways, and protected bike lanes when resurfacing streets. Projects would come from
the 2017 Bike + Walk plan, or new projects could be identified.

Trails

Includes repair and maintenance of existing trails, as well as construction of new trails in
the city’s current adopted trails master plan.

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Non-Traditional (or "Soft") infrastructure
• Engagement processes

• PACs and other community service structures (formal and informal)
• Equitable communication mechanisms
• Systemic drivers of equity to eliminate disparities (equitable policies and practices
that counteract and mitigate harmful structural infrastructure)
• Neighborhood Accountability Team

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
A Community-Driven Approach
• Ensure equity in deployment and implementation of infrastructure
work
• Engage with historically disinvested communities in the design and
development of plans
• Geographic Neighborhoods
• Demographic Communities

• Residents serve as Neighborhood Allies to engage and to ensure
residents’ voiced needs and wants are prioritized

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
A Community-Driven Approach

•
•
•
•

Community-led engagement (Neighborhood Allies)
Co-create, co-design, co-educate
Re-introduce/revisit Data and Feedback from previous engagement
(what residents have already said they want in their neighborhoods)
"Nothing about us without us"
Engagement and feedback from communities
will be ongoing!

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Allies
Neighborhood Ally Role
• Partner with the City's Equitable Community Engagement Team to plan
engagement in Ally’s neighborhood or community;
• Identify residents to participate in or lead community engagement
• Identify other low-income and disinvested communities
• Co-lead the implementation of the engagement plan
• Serve on an neighborhood or community engagement team
• Help with creating a plan to inform and engage residents in the ally’s
neighborhood

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Allies
Neighborhood Ally Role continued…
• Work in partnership with the City vendor to capture and report data and feedback;
• Serve as a Subject Matter Experts to partner with City departments:
• Transportation, GS, OEWD, CD, PW, Planning, DPR, Water Management, BMS, TS, NIS
Code Enforcement, CM,
• Take ownership of the process
• Report the collective neighborhood feedback to City administration to include prioritized:
• Needs
• Issues
• Wants
• To serve on a neighborhood/community accountability team

Nothing about us without us

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Selection
Points of Consideration:
• Neighborhoods and Communities: Identified by Neighborhood Improvement Services Community
Engagement Strategists + Neighborhood Matching Grant (NMG) Communities
• Demographic data: Median Age and Person of Color
• Socioeconomic Data: Poverty rate, Unemployment rate, and Median household income
• Environmental Data: Tree Coverage

Data Sources:
•
•
•
•
•

Durham Neighborhood Compass - https://compass.durhamnc.gov/en
PolicyMap - https://www.policymap.com/
Census Reporter: https://censusreporter.org/
2019 ACS 5-Year Estimate Surveys + 2020 US Census Data: https://www.census.gov/
Durham PAC - https://www.durhamcommunityengagement.org/pacgroups

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Selection
District 1

Merrick Moore
Tract 18.01, Block Group 1
Tract 18.02, Block Group 1
Albright
Tract 9.00, Block Groups 1+2
Tract 10.01, Block Group 1

East Durham
Tract 10.02, Block Group 4

Scotland Manor
Tract 18.02, Block Group 2

East Durham (Ashe Ave.)
Tract 10.01, Block Group 3

Birchwood Heights
Tract 18.02, Block Group 3

Central East Durham
Tract 11.00, Block Group 2

Morning Glory Community Area
Tract 11.01, Block Group 1

Knob Court/Melbourn
Tract 18.02, Block Group 2

Mozelle Street Area
Tract 10.01, Block Group 2

Goose Creek
Old East Durham
Tract 10.01, Block Groups 1+2

Wellons Village
Tract 10.02

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Selection
District 2

Cherrycrest
Tract 17.11, Block Group 2
Walltown
Tract 3.01
27705
Bragtown
Tracts 1.01 + 17.09
Club Blvd.
Tract 1.01, Block Group 2

Preiss-Steele Community Area Leon St. and Lednum St.
Tract 17.09, Block Group 3
Tract 1.02, Block Group 1
27704
Chalk Level Road Area
Guess Road Community
Tract 17.10, Block Group 2
27701
Newby Dr. and Stone Village Ct.
Horton Road Community
Tract 17.10, Block Group 1
27703
Old Farm Rd.
The Oaks Apts
Tract 17.08, Block Group 1
Tract 1.02, Block Group 1

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Selection
District 3
Forest Hills Heights
Tract 23.00, Block Group 1

Damar Court Community Area Crest Creek Apartment
Tract 15.02, Block Group 3
Community
Tract 15.02, Block Group 1

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Selection

District 4
Forest Wood Community
Tract 20.26, Block Group 1

Pearsontown Community
Tract 20.25, Block Group 2

Riddle Heights
Tract 20.09, Block Group 2

Booker Street
Tract 20.26, Block Group 1

Cornwallis Road Area
Tract 13.04, Block Group 1

Burton Park Area
Tract 14.00, Block Group 2

Stokesdale Neighborhood
Tract 13.01, Block Group 1

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Neighborhood Selection
District 5
Forest Hills Heights
Tract 23.00, Block Group 1

Crest Creek Apartment
Community
Tract 15.02, Block Group 1

Lyon Park
Tract 5.00, Block Group 4

Damar Court Community Area
Tract 15.02, Block Group 3

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program
Next Steps
Develop a list of disinvested and low-wealth neighborhoods, as well as historic
Black and African American neighborhoods that experienced negative economic
impact from public and private development
Provide a map depicting the priority neighborhoods.
Identify and recruit Community Allies to perform “in-community” engagement
in priority neighborhoods
Finalize the list of Community Allies
Enter into agreements with Community Allies to conduct “in-community”
engagement
Conduct engagement in collaboration with Community Allies
Develop a written report of green infrastructure needs and wants as
communicated by priority neighborhoods
Present recommendations City Administration and Departments

Questions and Next Steps
•

Complete and return Interest Form (email, in-person or mail)
Direct link:https://forms.office.com/g/J06TbP0q4Y
Website:https://www.durhamcommunityengagement.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DurhamCommunityEngagement
Collect In-person: 807 E. Main St, Suite- 2-300, Durham 27701

•

Engagement Orientation March 23rd – April 8th

•

Engagement Period March 24th – May 13th

