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Stormwater Drainage
Stormwater runoff has been a
familiar sight in this year of
above average rainfall. Several
intense storms have caused erosion and flooding in low-lying
areas.
The drainage system in Durham
includes ditches, pipes, and
streams that carry runoff. During
heavy rainfall, water may overwhelm parts of the drainage system, especially in older neighbor-

hoods. The City maintains the
storm drains and pipes within the
City right-of-way. To report a
clogged storm drain, call Durham
One Call at (919) 560-1200.
Property owners are responsible
for the maintenance and repair
of any drainage system that is
on their land (Durham Code of
Ordinances, Section 70-531).
This includes keeping drainage
pathways clear of anything that

would block the flow of water.
Throwing trash and debris in
drainage systems impacts water
quality and can lead to blockages
downstream causing flooding
and property damage.
Storm drains lead to local creeks,
rivers, and lakes that become
sources of drinking water. Only
rainwater is allowed in storm
drains. To report dumping yard
waste, motor oil, paint, or anything else into a storm drain or
creek, call the Water Pollution
Hotline at (919) 560-SWIM.
Email the Drainage Group questions or concerns about the
drainage system on your property. The City can help property
owners with concerns about
these drainage systems and potentially provide recommendations for problems.
Most people live downhill from
someone. Protect your property
and be kind to your neighbors by
keeping your drainage system
free of trash and debris. If we all
do our part we can minimize the
risk of flooding and improve water quality.

Eno River Improvement Plan Begins
Field work for the Eno River Watershed Improvement Plan began in summer, 2016. Crews surveyed plant life to map the extent of both native and invasive
species. Native plants in the water and along the banks are a
healthy part of the river ecosystem. Invasive species such as
hydrilla crowd out native plants
and can harm fish and birds. The
plant survey helps evaluate an
effort to limit the spread of hydrilla with herbicide.
Field scientists also installed
tools to measure how high the
water rises when it rains. Engi-

neers will add that information,
along with rain gage data and
stream shape measurements, to
computer models that predict
which actions will best improve
the river. Crews will continue
field work through early 2017.
The City is working with consultant AECOM on the Eno Plan. To
stay informed about meetings,
stream walks, and other project
updates, visit the web page
http://durhamnc.gov/2890,
email Sandi Wilbur or call (919)
560-4326, ext. 30286, and follow
on social media.

Field scientists add a stream stage
device to the Eno River. Measuring
how high the water rises during a
storm is part of a large data collection effort for the Eno River Watershed Improvement Plan.

Old pipes may threaten water quality
Stormwater outfall pipes carry
rain runoff from streets to the
nearest (downhill) creek. On a
rainy day you will see water coming out of the pipe. What if liquid
is coming out of the pipe and it
has not recently rained? It could
be something other than rain
water.
Pipes that release liquid other than
rainwater into a creek may pollute
the water. Call (919) 560-SWIM to
report suspicious pipes.

DurhamNCStormwater
@DurhamStormH2O

City water quality staff have
found “illicit” pipe connections
from washing machines, basements, auto repair shops and
even bathrooms. Pollutants
from these improper connections include detergents, nutrients, bacteria, oil and grease.

The result is harmful to the
streams and lakes that become
sources of drinking water.
Each year, the City inspects
stormwater pipes to find discharges that do not look and
smell like water. The City also
finds suspect pipes during Watershed Improvement Plan stream
walks.
Protecting drinking water
sources requires everyone’s help.
If you notice a pipe with liquid
other than water flowing out,
report it so that the City can take
action if needed.
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