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Eno River Watershed Improvement Plan
A natural gem of the region, the
Eno River is a favorite place to
hike, fish, swim, and paddle. The
river flows from Orange County
eastward through Durham County
to Falls Lake, where it joins the
Flat River and Little River to
form the Neuse River.
Surrounded by hundreds of acres
of protected parkland, the Eno is
one of the healthiest rivers in the
area. However, small creeks that
flow into the river can carry sewage, pet waste, fertilizer, litter,
and other pollutants to the main
stem. The City is studying the
river and how to best protect it
for the future.
The Eno River Watershed Improvement Plan began in 2016
with a study of stream health and
stormwater control measures.
Scientists and engineers walked
49 miles of streams to measure
stream conditions, record water

Measuring banks was part of the
study to rate 49 miles of the Eno
River and its tributaries.

Roanoke bass was one species found in a fish survey to assess the river’s health.

quality problems and illegal
dump sites, and find possible restoration sites.
Crews rated the condition of the
river and its tributaries: 1% excellent, 41% good, 53% fair, and 5%
poor. They found 10 miles of
stream that may be suitable for
restoration and 24 miles that
could be preserved through land
protection.
Field crews also examined 69
stormwater control measures
(SCMs). SCMs, such as neighborhood stormwater ponds, capture rain runoff and filter it before
releasing it to a nearby creek.
The City requires SCMs for new
construction, but older neighbor-

hoods and shopping centers do
not have the control measures.
Crews found 32 SCMs that can
be improved to remove more pollution. They found 35 sites where
new SCMs could be built.
The next step is to build computer
models that help predict water
quality benefits. The final plan
will rank potential projects based
on water quality benefit relative
to cost.
More information
Project Web Page:
http://durhamnc.gov/2890
Project Manager:
Sandi Wilbur, 919-560-4326 or
Sandra.wilbur @durhamnc.gov

Natural Stormwater Restoration Project Kicks Off
low point in the watershed that
receives stormwater runoff from
485 acres of downtown land. The
stormwater restoration will filter
the polluted runoff before it enters the creek.

Swamp milkweed, Asclepias incarnata, is a native plant used in stormwater features such as constructed
wetlands. The plants filter pollutants
and support pollinator habitat.

The City plans a natural stormwater restoration at 808 West
Trinity Avenue, the site of the
former Duke Diet and Fitness
Center. The property is located
along a South Ellerbe Creek tributary that flows into Falls Lake.
This nine-acre site is a natural

The project will help the City
meet the Falls Lake Nutrient
Management Strategy Rules. It is
part of a holistic strategy to reduce nitrogen and phosphorous to
improve water quality in the lake.
In addition to improving the environment, the project will add value to the community through opportunities to observe nature and
access trails.
Field teams are working now to
identify materials that may be
recycled or reused and to com-

plete environmental assessments
that will inform the design process. By the end of 2017, crews
will start to remove the former
Duke Diet and Fitness Center
building and stabilize the site.
The project will continue
through 2020.
We want to hear from you!
Stay tuned for public meetings, a
design workshop, a naming contest for the project, social media,
videos, and press releases.
Project web page:
http://durhamnc.gov/1616
DurhamNCStormwater
@DurhamStormH2O
http://bit.ly/swsvideos

Recycle
used motor oil and oil filters,
auto batteries, auto fluids.
Where? Your local auto parts store or the Waste
Disposal & Recycling Center at 2115 E. Club Blvd

Oil

IF just ONE gallon of used motor oil gets into our
lakes, ONE MILLION gallons of drinking water
supply is contaminated.
Public Works Department - Stormwater and GIS Services
(919) 560-4326 - www.durhamnc.gov/stormwater
Design/Construction/Plan Review - Drainage/Flooding Concerns - Floodplain Information
Public Outreach- Surface Water Quality - GIS
Report Water Pollution: stormwaterquality@durhamnc.gov or (919) 560-SWIM
Stormwater Billing: SWSBU@durhamnc.gov or (919) 560-1258
Notice Under the Americans with Disabilities Act:
Persons who require assistance should call (919) 560-4197, ext. 21254, TTY (919) 560-1200 or
email ADA@durhamnc.gov no later than 48 hours before the event.

