BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

STORM DRAINS

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Only rain down the drain! Storm drains
empty straight into our waterways and
it is illegal for anything but stormwater
to go into them. Use gravel bags,
sand bags or other barriers to prevent
pollution and sediment from entering
the storm drain.

It is illegal to wash out paint brushes
or equipment into the street, storm
drains or streams. Clean painting
equipment in a container and dispose
of waste properly. Keep a spill
cleanup kit on hand to quickly manage
and clean spills.

LANDSCAPING

EQUIPMENT

Landscaping materials should not be
left in the street or on pavement. City
ordinance requires that leaves, grass
clippings, fertilizer and other
landscaping materials be blown or
swept back onto landscaped areas or
collected. Chemicals must be covered
and stored over secondary
containment.

Equipment and truck washing done
on-site must occur in a contained
area. Waste water, residual material
from saw cutting, and spills to streets
or paved surfaces must be swept or
vacuumed up. Do not wash concrete
wash water down the storm drain.
Check the rock used at exits for trackout, and sweep up all sediment that is
tracked out to the street from trucks
and heavy equipment.

construction sites

Sediment and spills from construction sites can flow into storm
drains and pollute local waterways. Only rain is allowed down
the drain in Durham. Use these best management practices at
construction sites to prevent pollution and keep our water clean.

MATERIAL STORAGE

All materials that are stored on-site,
including gravel and dirt, must be
covered when not being used.
Covering materials with a tarp that
is tied or weighted down will prevent
erosion and run-off from wind
and rain.

DRY CLEANUP

Excess landscaping and construction
materials, as well as any spills, should
be cleaned up using dry cleanup
methods like sweeping. Equipment
that needs to be cleaned should be
taken off-site where wash water can
be contained, collected and properly
disposed of.

DUMPSTERS

PERIMETER CONTROLS

Keep dumpster lids closed at all times.
Sweep area around dumpsters daily.
Keep dumpsters plugged at all times
to prevent leaking. Always replace
leaking or damaged dumpsters
immediately.

You are responsible for keeping water
and construction materials out of the
storm drain system and waterways.
Perimeter controls such as silt fences,
straw wattles and sand/gravel bags
should be used to do this.

Remember:

Only Rain Down The Drain!

CHECK LIST
for construction sites
1

Make sure your employees and contractors know about and are using best
management practices to protect water.

2 Keep sediment, dust, concrete and other pollutants from leaving your site
and entering storm drains/surface water.

3 Wash out equipment in designated areas and be sure that no wash water
enters the storm drain system or surface waters.

4 Cover dumpsters to prevent stormwater from entering and check for
leaks frequently.

5 Use fertilizers and pesticides sparingly and never before it rains. Keep
these and all grass/leaves off of paved areas.

6 Cover all materials that are not in use. Anchor covers securely.
7

Check the rock used at exits for track-out, and sweep up all sediment
that is tracked out to the street from trucks and heavy equipment.

8 Always use dry cleanup methods to clean spills. Never hose down spills into
the storm drainage system or surface waters.

9 Anchor portable toilets.

CONTACT
information
For Hazardous Waste spills, call 911 immediately.
City of Durham Stormwater Hotline
919-560-SWIM or stormwaterquality@durhamnc.gov
Durham City/County Stormwater and Erosion Control
919-560-0735
Floodplains/Floodplain building permits
919-560-4326, ext. 30268
City of Durham Pollution Prevention Coordinator
919-560-4326, ext. 30295

STORMWATER
regulations
Stormwater is runoff that occurs when rain
water falls onto surfaces like roads, roofs,
driveways, and parking lots and does not
soak into the ground.
When stormwater flows over parking lots,
roofs and lawns, it collects soil, pesticides,
oils, and other pollutants. This water runs
down into storm drains which are connected to the City's stormwater pipes. The
water then flows directly into the closest
stream.
Under the Federal Clean Water Act, Durham
is required to have a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit to discharge stormwater into
streams.
Businesses in Durham can help protect our
water quality by taking some simple steps.
Please read the information on this flyer
and be sure your business is in compliance
with City ordinances. Thank you for doing
your part to keep our water clean!

