Northeast Creek and Crooked Creek Watershed Improvement Project

Everyone can help protect our watersheds - and our water!
Home Care
Many common household products are hazardous. If not
used and disposed of properly, these products pollute our
waterways. These items should NEVER be dumped in a
storm drain! .

Protecting Our Watersheds - Protecting Our Water
A Fact Sheet About the Northeast Creek & Crooked Creek
Watershed Improvement Project

Dispose of your household
cleaners at the City’s
Household Hazardous
Waste Center located at
1900 Club Blvd

Volume - No. 1

• Cleaning products: oven cleaner, floor wax, furniture polish, drain cleaner, and spot remover

Everyone lives in a watershed.

• Vehicle care and maintenance: motor oil, battery acid, gasoline, car wax, engine cleaner,
antifreeze, degreaser, radiator flush, and rust preventative

What is a watershed? When it rains, the water that doesn’t soak into the ground runs downhill
and becomes part of the nearest body of water.

• Home improvement products: paints, preservatives, strippers, brush cleaners, fertilizers
and solvents

A watershed is all the land around a body of water (such as a stream, river, or lake) that drains
into it.

Yard Care

Watershed Improvement Plans

Many common yard care products become pollution when rainwater carries them to our streams,
lakes, and rivers. Below are some tips that can help protect our waterways from common yard
activities.

While water is flowing over the land, it picks up and carries pollution along with it. Understanding
what is happening in a watershed helps protect our water because we better understand pollution
sources. This allows scientists to determine the best way to remove pollution and improve our
water. This is generally done with stormwater control measures such as ponds and filters.

• Use phosphate-free fertilizer to maintain lawns.

The City is currently studying Northeast and Crooked Creeks to determine the best ways to protect
our regional water supply and meet water quality requirements set by the State of North Carolina.
In the past, the City has also studied
Ellerbee and Third Fork Creeks.
The watersheds for Northeast and Crooked
Creeks are shown on the map (right). Both
of these creeks flow into Jordan Lake and
are part of its watershed.

• Leave grass clippings on your lawn and/or use a mulching blade on your mower. Grass
clippings are a natural, nontoxic fertilizer.
• Don’t put grass clippings or other yard waste into street curbs or ditches.
• Sweep up ANY fertilizer that falls on hard (impervious) surfaces such as driveways and
sidewalks.
• Sweep up debris in your driveway instead of hosing it down. Storm drains go directly to our
waterways without treatment. Even plain dirt can pollute our streams!
• Pick up any litter so it doesn’t blow into streams or storm drains.

Pet Waste

This is the first in a series of fact sheets
about the City’s ongoing Northeast
Creek and Crooked Creek Watershed
Improvement Plan project. Learn about
the importance of watersheds, why the
City is working to keep them protected,
and what you can do to help.
Future editions of this fact sheet will be
available on the City’s website at:
www.durhamnc.gov/stormwater

Reducing pet waste also helps reduce one main cause of
stormwater pollution. Dog poop left on streets, pavements,
yards, driveways, or along the sides of roads does not magically
disappear or fertilize the ground. Animal feces can be picked up
by stormwater runoff and carried into storm drains. Take a plastic
bag or paper cup along when walking your pet. Dispose of the
waste properly in the household trash after securely wrapping it.

For Additional Information about the Northeast and
Crooked Creeks Watershed Improvement Project Contact:

Specific Project Questions?

City Project Manager, Sandi Wilbur
Sandra.Wilbur@durhamnc.gov
(919) 560-4326 ext. 30286.

Call the City Project Manager:
Sandi Wilbur at (919) 560-4326
ext. 30286
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What are the first steps?

What areas will this project cover?

The project will start with an assessment of the watersheds. An assessment is like a health
check-up. By learning about the current condition of the watershed and projecting for the
future, communities can better understand how activities affect their water resources.

Scientists and engineers will examine existing stormwater control measures (SCMs) in over 30
miles of the Northeast and Crooked Creek watersheds. They will make visual observations on the
overall conditions of stream banks and water quality.

For example, new residential and commercial development can affect streams in negative ways
if they are not properly managed. When land surfaces are cleared and paved, more rainfall
runs off the land and into streams. Greater amounts of runoff can erode stream banks and
stream beds, increasing the amount of dirt in a body of water. As this happens, it can harm the
fish, aquatic insects, and plants living in a stream.

Look Familiar?
The Northeast and Crooked
Creek watersheds cover parts
of southern Durham County
and Research Triangle Park,
including the intersection of
Interstate 40 and Durham
Highway 147 (Durham Freeway).

Our project teams will assess the overall quality of the watershed by walking in and observing
the areas.

What is the Project Schedule?
The Northeast and Crooked Creek Watershed Management Improvement Project includes
field work that is scheduled to be completed in the Fall of 2011. All the data collected
in the field will ensure that the City uses the most accurate information to study the
solutions that best address the needs of both the residents and the watershed.

This area includes many
commercial areas and
residential neighborhoods,
such as Triangle Village
Shopping Center, Emory
Woods, Pineywood
Townes, Pearsontown
Elementary School, Lake
Elton, Parkwood Lake and
Audubon Park.

Key milestones of the project schedule are listed below. There are two public meetings for
our project team to share information with residents and interested community members.
We will also be collecting feedback and ideas from the community.
Activities

Dates

Field Work
Pilot Study Area Evaluations
Watershed Implementation Plan Tool Analyses
Watershed Pollutant Modeling
Stream Condition Inventory Field Work
Critical Area Protection Plan
Riparian Area Management Plan
Public Meeting No. 2
Draft Watershed Improvement Plan
Public Meeting No. 3
Final Watershed Improvement Plan

June - July 2011
June - July 2011
August 2011 - March 2012
August 2011 - April 2012
September - October 2011
November - December 2011
January - March 2012
March 2012
March - May 2012
June 2012
August 2012

How will this affect the daily routines of the City of Durham residents?
City residents should not notice any disruption in their normal routines. Starting in early July, you
may see the scientists and engineers walking and making measurements and notes or taking
photographs. They will be wearing orange vests and carrying identification, which they will provide
upon request. This part of the work will be completed by early October.

What happens after the field work is completed?

2

After the field work is completed the City’s staff and consultants will identify specific opportunities
to protect and improve water quality. Working with residents of the watersheds, the project staff
will develop a recommended watershed improvement plan. The plan will be discussed in a public
meeting tentatively planned for March, 2012, and revised to address the watersheds’ needs and
residents concerns.
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