EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Vision Statement: Whether traveling by bus, foot, bike or car, people
in central Durham will be able to move safely and reliably. A more
convenient and connected multimodal transportation network will ensure
that moving in central Durham is affordable and equitable for all.

Central Durham Study Area

Equitable Engagement Process
The Equitable Engagement Blueprint guided our
efforts to ensure all voices were heard including
those that are traditionally underrepresented in
City processes.
Phase 1
• 1,120 Completed surveys
• 450 Map comments
• 200 Stakeholders included
• 400+ Community conversations
• Feedback was used to select the priority
corridors
Phase 2
• 2,589 Corridor surveys completed

The central Durham study area is defined
by the corridors of I-85 to the north,
US 70 to the east, Cornwallis Rd to the
south, and US 15-501 to the west.
The Move Durham team studied access
to and mobility through central Durham
and developed recommendations that
consider all modes of transportation,
including walking, biking, taking transit,
and driving. The planning process
included extensive public engagement
and data gathering to better understand
mobility needs in the central city.

STUDY
AREA

Transportation Priorities
» Better bus stops
» Frequent and reliable transit
» More sidewalks and safer crossings
» Better lighting and traffic calming
» Low-stress and connected bikeways

Priority Corridors

Durham Today
Key findings from the existing conditions
analysis of the study area include:
•
•
•

•

Walking
» 216 Total miles of sidewalk
» 597 Pedestrian crashes (2007-2015)
Biking
» 37 Total miles of bike facilities
» 220 Bicycle crashes (2007-2015)
Transit
» 1,296 Total bus stops
» Average of 33 GoDurham passengers
per hour (2019)
Driving
» 22% of all trips that begin and end
within the study are under one mile, or a
15-minutes walk.
» Once open, the East End Connector will
provide a direct connection between
the Durham Freeway (NC 147) and
Miami Boulevard (US 70) and will divert
traffic off of north/south roadways and
Holloway Street.

The Move Durham team developed
recommendations for each priority corridor
(see list to the right) based on community
feedback, stakeholder input, existing
conditions analysis, best practices research,
and implementation feasibility.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Avondale Dr & Alston Ave
Chapel Hill St
Downtown Loop
Duke St & Gregson St/Vickers St
Durham Freeway
Fayetteville St & Elizabeth St
Holloway St
Mangum St & Roxboro St

Funding Strategies
The cost estimates below for program
recommendations and corridor improvements
in the study area are planning level costs only.
More analysis and equitable engagement are
needed to develop engineering cost estimates.
Recommendation

Cost Estimate

Sidewalk Repair

$1.6 - $1.7M

Pedestrian Signals & Crosswalks

$2.8 - $5.6M

Sidewalk Gaps

$2.0 - $2.2M

Bike Facilities

$2.0 - $8.0M

Bus Stop Amenities (Shelters,
bike parking, benches,
wayfinding, etc.)

$500,000

Priority Corridor Improvements

$1.8 - $2.8M per mile

Total Plan Cost

$29.8M - $83.9M

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Durham Tomorrow: A series of policy and program recommendations to
improve the way people move in and around central Durham.

Our Sidewalk Network
There are 216 total miles of sidewalk in the
study area. Currently, 47% of the existing
roadway network, or 155 miles, has a
sidewalk on at least one side. Seventy-four
percent of existing roadways within ¼-mile
of a bus stop have a sidewalk on at least
one side of the street.

•
•
•

Implement projects in the priority
sidewalk network and continue
implementation of the 2017 Bike+Walk
Implementation Plan.
Address transit first/last-mile
connections.
Implement priority pedestrian crossing
improvements throughout the study
area.
Explore innovative and low-cost, quickbuild design solutions.

Durham has one of the most productive transit
systems in North Carolina - with an average
of 33 passengers per hour. However, this
also presents challenges with over-crowded
buses and unreliable service. GoDurham is
implementing several transit improvements
from the adopted Short Range Transit Plan.
An update to the Durham County Transit Plan
will identify priority transit investments with
the opportunity to improve service, relieve
crowding, and increase ridership through more
frequent and reliable service and better access
to/from transit
Recommendations:
•

Recommendations:
•

Our Transit Network

•

Install more bus stop amenities and
construct access to transit projects to
improve user comfort and safety.
Coordinate with the Durham County Transit
Plan to:
» Leverage Move Durham public
engagement results.
» Identify priority corridors for highfrequency transit.
» Prioritize and allocate transit investment
equitably throughout Durham County.
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Our Bike Network
There are currently 37 miles of bicycle facilities
in the study area with an additional 6 miles of
proposed trails, 8 miles of proposed bikeways
and 7 miles of neighborhood bicycle routes.
Existing bicycle facilities are more prevalent in
the western part of the study area, while there
are more planned trails in the eastern part of the
study area.
Recommendations:
•

•
•

Implement projects identified in the
priority bikeway network and continue
implementation of the 2017 Bike+Walk
Implementation Plan.
Prioritize low-stress bike facility selection
during the project scoping and design phase.
Improve key intersections to ensure a
consistent and connected low-stress bike
experience.
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Our Street Network
As new roadway improvements and
connections, such as the East End
Connector, are implemented, both local
and regional travel behavior will change.
Durham has an opportunity to shift
to a more comprehensive approach
to roadway design that prioritizes
the movement of people to ensure
Durham residents have safe, healthy and
equitable transportation options.
Recommendations:
•
•
•
•

Continue to incorporate the
Equitable Engagement Blueprint into
transportation planning and projects.
Develop and adopt a speed
management policy.
Strengthen Durham’s Vision Zero
efforts by setting implementationfocused goals and action items.
Pilot innovative parking and curb
management strategies to provide for
the efficient use of public space.

