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It’s your duty to pick up their doody
Bring bags
Scoop every
poop
Take poop to
the trash can
and throw it
away

The longer it sits, the grosser
it gets. Decaying pet waste
has bacteria, roundworms,
and parasite eggs that may
make people and pets sick.
Disease is not the only
problem with leaving pet
waste behind. Bacteria and
nutrients become water
pollution when rain washes
pet waste through storm

drains and into creeks and
lakes. This may make it
unsafe for people to swim or
wade in the water.
Pledge to do your duty by
posting a picture to social
media of you picking up or
disposing of your pet’s waste
with the hashtag
#DurhamDoodyPledge.

Fee increase for stormwater utility
Starting July 1, 2020,
stormwater utility fee rates will
increase. The fee for
residential property owners will
increase between $0.24 and
$1.00 per month and the fee
for non-residential property
owners will increase $.50 per
Equivalent Residential Unit
(one unit equals 2,400 square
feet of impervious area).
The stormwater utility fee pays
for repair, operation, and
maintenance of the public
drainage system. It also funds
programs that improve water
quality in streams and lakes.
The increase supports funding
of projects that help the City
comply with the Falls Lake
Nutrient Management Strategy
and Total Maximum Daily
Loads (TMDLs) pollution

reduction requirements.
This includes funding for the
South Ellerbe Creek
stormwater restoration, algae
floway project, and TMDL
projects for bacteria in
Northeast Creek and sediment
in Third Fork Creek.

The last rate increase was in
2015. Since then, impervious
surface area within city limits
has increased by more than
12.5 million square feet.
For more information about the
stormwater utility fee, visit
http://durhamnc.gov/814.

Tier

New monthly rate

Increase per
month

1-Residential with impervious
area less than 2,000 square
feet

$3.50

$0.24

2-Residential with impervious
area between 2,000-3,999
square feet

$7.25

$0.50

3-Residential with impervious
4,000 square feet or more

$14.52

$1.00

Non-residential and HOA’s

$7.25 per ERU
(1 ERU = 2,400
square feet of
impervious area)

$0.50 per ERU

Watershed
Improvement Plan
The Watershed Improvement Plan for New
Hope Creek and Little Creek is underway.
Both creeks are located in southwest Durham
and flow into Jordan Lake.
Field crews walked 45 miles along the creeks
and their tributaries. They gave each section a
score by rating the health of stream beds,
banks, water quality, and plants growing along
the water’s edge. Most of the stream segments
(70%) are in fair condition, with 18% in good
condition and 9% rated as poor.
Preserving the land along some of the good
sections can help protect the stream into the
future. Watershed managers can improve
some of the fair or poor sections by stabilizing
banks or restoring the stream to a more natural
flow pattern. The final plan will provide a list of
improvement options based on a cost-benefit
analysis.
Field crews also evaluated 130 places to build
or improve Stormwater Control Measures
(SCMs). They found 65 to study further.
Project staff is finalizing the watershed
assessment report that details field study
results. The report also describes the
watershed and pulls together information from
other water quality and land use studies. A
project web page has additional information:
https://durhamnc.gov/3766.

DurhamNCStormwater
@DurhamStormH2O
http://bit.ly/swsvideos

Above: field crews collect data that informs
recommendations for projects that will improve the
health of New Hope Creek and Little Creek.

South Ellerbe Restoration
Work continues at 808 West Trinity Avenue,
where the City is creating a natural restoration
site that will filter polluted stormwater from part
of downtown and nearby neighborhoods.
Building demolition is complete. The next
phase is removing soil and the existing parking
lot and building foundation. The wetland and
stream restoration will take place after the soil
removal phase. Visit https://
durhamnc.gov/1616 and follow on social
media for updates.
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