Letters of Support
More than 70 letters were written in support of the City of Durham’s RAISE application for the
Durham Belt Line. This file contains letters from the following Individuals:







Joyce Chapman
Paul Feldblum
John Goebel
Margaret Groves
Tony Reevy
Kevin Young

June 23, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
My family lives a short walk from the proposed eastern trailhead for the Durham Beltline Trail, in the
economically less well-off part of Durham NC. We are writing this letter in support of the City of Durham’s
application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt
Line Trail.
The trail would provide a much-needed safe route to downtown for pedestrians and cyclers from this less
wealthy side of town. I am the mother of a small child and currently there is no safe route to access any of
Durham’s bike trails from my neighborhood. There isn’t even a way to walk downtown with a sidewalk the
entire way, and several intersections and crossing are quite unsafe. We would love to be able to enjoy the
beauty of nature on Durham’s bike/pedestrian paths as we navigate to work, school, and shops. We only live
two miles from downtown, but it’s difficult to access without a car now. We are lucky to have a car, but many
people in this part of town do not. We want to reduce our carbon footprint by walking and cycling more, and
believe that the east side of Durham deserves a trail connecting us to the existing system like wealthier parts of
town already have. We are eagerly awaiting the Durham Beltline Trail! If you are unfamiliar with the project, the
trail is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The
Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
My family really hopes that you’ll award the 2021 RAISE Grant to the City of Durham.
Sincerely,
Joyce Chapman (mom)
Gene Chapman (3 year old)
Jean Chapman (grandma)

23 June 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am a long-time resident of Durham, and a life-long bicyclist. I enjoy biking on our city’s trails, and I often
commute to work in downtown Durham by bike, along with many of my fellow employees.
I would like to offer a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that
would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail in downtown Durham. The Durham Belt
Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The
Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
I strongly support and recommend that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for
your consideration.
Sincerely,

Paul Feldblum
Senior Epidemiologist
FHI 360

June 22, 2012
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I have served the City and County of Durham as a member and past president of the Durham Open
Space and Trails Committee as well as the Durham Parks Foundation. While on the Open Space and
Trails Committee I lobbied long and hard to get the City of Durham to purchase this corridor and was
ecstatic when the Conservation Fund purchased the property and the City agreed to buy the corridor
from them. I was also instrumental, as the President of the local Rails to Trails organization, in working
with the NCDOT to buy the first rail corridor in Durham and getting the first rail trail in Durham, the
American Tobacco Trail, on the ground. The incredible success of this trail has convinced me that our
second rail trail, the Durham Belt Line will be even more successful.
As a former member of the above organizations, I am pleased to provide a letter of support for the City
of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction
of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the
City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was
funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional
bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an
area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a
significant percentage of households that do not John A. Goebel
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve
health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the
environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history. In addition, this trail will become a major
transportation route, by foot and by bike, for people who work and live in the rapidly growing
downtown Durham.
As an individual who has served on the above organizations, I strongly support and recommend that the
2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
John A. Goebel

Margaret Groves
8 Shadow Moss Place
Durham, NC 27705
7 July 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I’m a 61 year old sprint triathlete that needs a safe place to train.
I would like to offer a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that
would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
I strongly support and recommend that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for
your consideration.
Sincerely,

Margaret Groves

Tony Reevy
2222 W Club Blvd.
Durham, NC 27705
919-416-0965
reevys@msn.com
July 3, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am a resident of Durham who has written a number of articles, and five books, about American railroad
history. My publications include the first article summarizing the railroad-related history of Durham, North
Carolina. I serve on the editorial board of the journal, Railroad History, and am a member of the Lexington
Group.
I strongly support the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds
for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
I strongly recommend that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your
consideration.
Sincerely,
Tony Reevy

June 23, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I’m a long time “Durhamite”, and an avid bike rider. I’ve struggled to navigate my bike through our fine cities
streets to get my kids to school and myself to work for over 20 years.
I would like to offer a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that
would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
I strongly support and recommend that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for
your consideration.
Sincerely,

Kevin Young
Concerned, well-meaning, Durham citizen and bike advocate.

