Letters of Support
More than 70 letters were written in support of the City of Durham’s RAISE application for the
Durham Belt Line. This file contains letters from the following Businesses and Business
Organizations:



























Akridge
Alliance Architecture
ALP
American Tobacco Campus / American Underground
Beer Durham
Bull City Running Company
Bullseye Bicycle
Burt’s Bees
Center Studio Architecture
Discover Durham
Downtown Durham Inc.
Durham Chamber of Commerce
Durham Cycles
FHI 360
Greystar
Longfellow (Durham ID)
McAdams
Measurement Incorporated
Perkins+Will
Piedmont Joinery
PrimeNC
Seven Stars Bicycle
Stewart
Stone Bros. & Byrd, Inc.
Three Oaks Engineering
Turnbridge Equities

ALLIANCE ARCHITECTURE
PO Box 1090
Durham, NC 27702
208 Rigsbee Avenue
+1.919.682.6393
www.alliancearchitecture.com

1 July 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Alliance Architecture is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER
planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own
a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to reach
deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of life for
residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and
history.
Alliance Architecture strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Alliance Architecture, PC

John Warasila, AIA
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June 18, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am writing in support of the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide
funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail. I am director of the American Tobacco Campus and
American Underground—a historic, mixed use campus and Google tech hub, respectively, in downtown Durham.
We are firm believers that investment in various modes of transportation is critical to our goals as a community
around social equity, economic development, and sustainability.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
American Tobacco Campus and American Underground strongly support and recommend that the 2021 RAISE
Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Adam M Klein, MRP
Director, American Tobacco Campus and American Underground

June 29, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
We are a craft beverage company in downtown Durham, NC specializing in North Carolina craft
beer.
Beer Durham is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a
RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt
Line Trail. Not only is it a great opportunity to enhance our community, but we believe it will
benefit local businesses as well.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the
Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will
provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of
Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates
local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Beer Durham strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the
City of Durham. On a personal note, we are a dog friendly business that often has customers

visit us while walking their dogs. With a Belt Line Trail, our customers will have the added
safety of walking their dogs on a pedestrian friendly trail. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Chad Lemons
Co-Owner, Beer Durham

June 23, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Bull City Running Co. is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
Bull City Running Co. is the premiere running and walking specialty shop in Durham, NC. Established in 2008, Bull
City Running Co. has been recognized as a Top Running Store in America and the Best Running Store in the
Triangle. In August 2020, we opened our second store location in Downtown Durham directly adjacent to the
proposed Durham Belt Line Trail. The Belt Line Trail was a major factor in our decision to open a second location.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Bull City Running Co. strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Kim Chapman
Founder / Owner

June 15, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Bullseye Bicycle is a bicycle shop in Durham, NC that is just a few hundred feet from the proposed Durham Belt
Line Trail. We are pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Bullseye Bicycle strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tyler Kober
Bullseye Bicycle

July 6, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Burt’s Bees has been offering distinctive earth-friendly, natural health and beauty care products for over 30
years with The Greater Good™ top of mind. The mission of the Burt’s Bees Foundation is to protect nature
and reconnect people to nature. We are an employer and steward of the livelihoods of hundreds of
workers and families, and we know how important it is to have a healthy community where we all live and
work.
Burt’s Bees is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a BUILD
Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the Durham Belt
Line Trail. The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was
purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Burt’s Bees strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Matt Gregory
VP and General Manager
Burt’s Bees

Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Discover Durham is the sales and marketing agency chartered to promote Durham as an attractive destination
for visitors as well as residents, and we operate the Durham Sports Commission, as well.
Discover Durham is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham
and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle
and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the
Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a
disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of
households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Discover Durham strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Susan Amey
Susan Amey
President & CEO

300 West Morgan St #1400 • PO Box 3829
Durham, NC 27702
www.durhamchamber.org
(919) 328-8700

July 6, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
On behalf of our Board of Directors, thousands of regional businesses, and millions of residents
and visitors, the Greater Durham Chamber of Commerce is pleased to provide a letter of support
for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds
for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Chamber is a member-driven organization that has served our members and
community for over 115 years by helping to create and sustain a healthy economic climate.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness
in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle
by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation
options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and
pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates
local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
The Durham Chamber strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be
awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Geoff Durham
President & CEO

Durham Cycles, 756 9th Street, Durham, NC 27705 – durhamcycles@gmail.com
6/23/2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am the owner of Durham Cycles, a community bicycle shop in Durham, NC.
Durham Cycles is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Durham Cycles and all our customers strongly support and recommend that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded
to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

David LoSchiavo
Owner
Durham Cycles

June 23, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
FHI 360, one of downtown Durham’s largest employers, is pleased to provide a letter of
support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would
provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the
Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will
provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of
Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates
local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail
will improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open
space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
FHI 360 strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City
of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Patrick C. Fine
Chief Executive Officer

FHI 360 HEADQUARTERS 359 Blackwell Street, Suite 200 | Durham, NC 27701 USA
T 1.919.544.7040 | F 1.919.544.7261 | www.fhi360.org

July 1, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Greystar is a leading, fully integrated real estate company offering expertise in development, investment and
management of rental housing properties globally. Headquartered in Charleston, South Carolina, Greystar manages
and operates an estimate $220 billion of real estate in more than 200 markets globally. Greystar is the largest
operator of apartments in the United States, managing more than 740,000 units/beds, and has a robust institutional
investment management platform with approximately $41.3 billion of assets under management, including over $19.2
billion of assets under development.
Greystar is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation
Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER
planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own
a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to reach
deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of life for
residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and
history.
Greystar strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank
you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Zach Spencer
Director - Development
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Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Longfellow is a full service real estate company that is developing a world class innovation
district in the culturally diverse downtown Durham, the Durham.ID. The district attracts world
class life science and technology companies and is designed to fit into the fabric of the city.
Longfellow is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a
RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt
Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the
Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will
provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of
Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do
not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates
local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Longfellow strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the
City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Jessica Brock
Partner, Real Estate Operations

Boston
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�MCADAMS
July 7, 2020
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
McAdams Company is a 42-year-old multidisciplinary design firm, headquartered in Durham, NC. Our 320-person
firm provides survey, design, engineering and construction services for projects throughout North Carolina and
Dallas, TX. We are very proud to call Durham home.
We are pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham's application for a 2021 RAISE Discretionary
Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Belt Line Trail creates tremendous value for Durham residents, visitors and businesses. In addition, it serves as
meaningful transportation infrastructure. McAdams is honored to be the firm selected to design the Durham Belt
Line project. In addition to the value it will provide to the region, this project creates both design and construction
services jobs for our firm and others. This work is critically important in the post-Covid economy. Funding the
Durham Belt Line Trial is a stimulus investment for the hundreds of workers that will construct, inspect and
maintain the project.
McAdams strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. We
believe investments like this will create sustainable growth and a healthier Durham. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,
MCADAMS

President

creating experiences through experience

2905 Meridian Parkway, Durham, NC 27713 / 919. 361. 5000

423 Morris Street
Durham, NC 27701
TEL 919-683-2413
FAX 919-683-1531
www.measinc.com

June 22nd, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Measurement Incorporated is an educational testing firm that has been located in downtown Durham
for over 25 years. We employ over 350 full time associates and over 2,000 part time employees.
Measurement Incorporated has been a leader and a catalyst for downtown Durham’s resurgence and
continues with real estate investments, redevelopment and corporate involvement in the community.
Measurement Incorporated is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application
for a BUILD Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the
Durham Belt Line Trail. The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use
and was purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master
plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and
economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham
Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The Durham Belt Line Trail will
help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of the region’s future growth to the
corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing communities along the trail, and working to
ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement. The trail will improve
health and quality of life by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and
showcasing art, culture, and history.
Measurement Incorporated strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 BUILD Grant be awarded
to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Drew Medlyn
Director of Real Estate
Measurement Incorporated

EXCELLENCE IN ASSESSMENT™

Date: 6.23.2021

Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Durham Beltline Trail RAISE Grant Support

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Perkins&Will is a global architecture and design firm with 26 studios and approximately 2,300
staff located on 6 continents. We are purpose-driven, guided by our commitment to create
experiential spaces that engage and support community. Each studio has a collaborative
team of client-focused professionals who are intricately tied to the fabric and culture of their
region. I lead our North Carolina studio with a significant portion of our team based in
Durham and I am deeply connected to transformative projects in our city such as the Durham
Belt Line Trail.
Perkins&Will is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a
RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt
Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham,
the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The
trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of
households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates
local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail
will improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open
space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Perkins&Will strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the
City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

411 W. Chapel Hill St., Suite 200
Durham, North Carolina 27701
www.perkinswill.com

Zena Howard, FAIA
Managing Director, Principal
Perkins&Will

PiedmontJ oineryInc. 
6/27/21 

SecretaryPeteButtigieg 
U.S.DepartmentofTransportation 
OfficeoftheSecretary 
1200NewJerseyAvenue,SE 
Washington,D.C.20590 


DearSecretaryButtigieg: 

PiedmontJoineryissmallcustomcabinetryandwoodworkingshopinDurhamNorthCarolina.Wehavebeenin
businessinDurhamNCfor13years. 

PiedmontJoineryispleasedtoprovidealetterofsupportfortheCityofDurham’sapplicationforaRAISE
TransportationGrantthatwouldprovidefundsfortheconstructionoftheDurhamBeltLineTrail. 

TheDurhamBeltLineisa1.7-milerailroadcorridorthatisnolongerinuseandwaspurchasedbytheCityof
Durhamin2018.TheDurhamCityCouncilin2018adoptedamasterplanforthetrailthatwasfundedbyaTIGER
planninggrant. 

TheDurhamBeltLineTrailwillenhanceoverallmobility,livability,andeconomiccompetitivenessinDurhamand
regionally.ThetrailwillconnectpeopletotransitandjobsthroughouttheTrianglebyimprovingbicycleand
pedestrianaccesstodowntownDurham,theDurhamStation(localandregionalbusservice),andtheDurham
AmtrakStation. Thetrailwillprovidesafetransportationoptionsinanareathathasadisproportionatelyhigh
percentageofDurham’sbicycleandpedestriancrashesandasignificantpercentageofhouseholdsthatdonot
ownavehicle. 

TheapproachoutlinedinDurham’sBlueprintforEquitableCommunityEngagementactivateslocalpartnersto
reachdeeplyintocommunitynetworksforguidanceontheproject.Thetrailwillimprovehealthandqualityof
lifeforresidentsbyincreasingaccesstoparksandopenspace,restoringtheenvironment,andshowcasingart,
culture,andhistory. 

PiedmontJoinerystronglysupportsandrecommendsthatthe2021RAISEGrantbeawardedtotheCityof
Durham.Thankyouforyourconsideration. 

Sincerely, 



TimHarrison 
Founder/President 







North Carolina Real Estate, Homes & Land
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am a licensed REALTOR®, with an education in urban studies and a steadfast passion for growth and
development trends in North Carolina. I have designed and built hundreds of construction projects and
specialize in data research for land development opportunities.
PrimeNC.com is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City
of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by
a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional
bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area
that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant
percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve
health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the
environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
PrimeNC.com strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Christopher S. Ketchel

919-533-9535 @ PrimeNC.com
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SevenStarsCycles
104 W Parrish St
Durham NC, 27701
June 21, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Seven Stars Cycles is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a
RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the
Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by
the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that
was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and
economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham
Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe
transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and
pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of the
region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing communities along
the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community
Engagement. The trail will improve health and quality of life by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Seven Stars Cycles strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded
to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Cheers
Adrian Fletcher
Co-Owner
Seven Stars Cycles

Raleigh - Corporate
T 919.380.8750
F 919.380.8752

223 S. West Street
Suite 1100
Raleigh, NC 27603

June 25, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Stewart is a design, planning and engineering firm with offices in North and South Carolina. We
serve public and private sector clients across the southeast through an interdisciplinary and
collaborative approach bound by our core values of Trust, Humility, Respect, Excellence,
Accountability, and Discipline.
Stewart is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail. We
give our full support behind this project for its community benefits, historical reinvention, and
Durham’s focus on improving pedestrian mobility around the city.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the
City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was
funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation
options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian
crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve
health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the
environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Stewart strongly recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank
you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Stephen M. Faber, PLA
Project Manager of Landscape Architecture

WWW.STEWARTINC.COM

CHARLOTTE / DURHAM / RALEIGH / WILMINGTON / COLUMBIA

June 21, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Stone Bros. & Byrd, Inc. is a retail lawn and garden business in Durham, NC that dates back to 1910. Today we
are actively involved in the plant and garden business, and the active community that surrounds us. The old rail
line that transported tobacco from the Duke family warehouses to the main line is located across the street from
my business. I can remember when that line was active. We are pleased to provide a letter of support for the
City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of
the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Stone Bros & Byrd strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely yours,
George M. Davis, Jr.
info@stonebrothers.com
https://stonebrothers.com/
919.682.1311

Three Oaks Engineering, Inc.
324 Blackwell Street, Suite 1200
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 732-1300
June 22, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Subject:

Support for City of Durham RAISE Grant for Durham Belt Line Trail

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Three Oaks Engineering (Three Oaks) is a woman-owned business headquartered in Durham, North Carolina, focused on
helping our clients accomplish infrastructure projects with careful consideration of community and environmental needs.
Our services include transportation planning, natural systems investigations, public involvement, and soil consulting.
Three Oaks is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant
that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail. The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad
corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018
adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian
access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The
trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle
and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle. We anticipate members of
our staff would use the Trail as part of their commute to our downtown office or for recreation with their families.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to reach
deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of life for residents
by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Three Oaks strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you
for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Suzanne Unger Young, PE
President

TND PARTNERS
Traditional Neighborhood Development Partners, LLC
July 7, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Thank you for agreeing to serve as Secretary of Transportation!
Our company, TND Partners, builds walkable neighborhoods following the principles set forth in the
Charter for the New Urbanism. We had the honor of working in South Bend with the University of
Notre Dame on the Eddy Street Commons project and we also provided plans for several new houses on
Notre Dame Avenue. My daughter and son-in-in law lived in Chapin Park for several years while you
were mayor. They often mentioned how happy they were with the initiatives of your administration.
We strongly support the City of Durham’s application for a BUILD Discretionary Grant to provide funding for construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail. The Durham Belt Line, a 1.7-mile railroad corridor,
was purchased by the City in 2018. The City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was
funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle
and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and
the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage
of households that do not own a vehicle. The trail will improve the health of residents, increase access to
parks and open space, help restore the environment, and showcase art, culture, and history.
Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement relies on local partners and community
networks for guidance on the project. TND Partners strongly supports and recommends that the 2021
RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham.

With best regards,

Robert L. Chapman
Managing Member
Traditional Neighborhood Development Partners, LLC

410 West Geer Street • Durham, NC 27701 • Phone (919) 680-2000
www.tndpartners.com

July 6, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Turnbridge Equities is an owner, operator, and developer of institutional-quality commercial real estate assets
nationally. Turnbridge invests through its SEC-registered investment fund and owns, through its affiliates, 411 West
Chapel Hill Street in Downtown Durham. Known as Mutual Tower, this building was built as the headquarters for
North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company (“NC Mutual”) in 1968, when NC Mutual was the largest Blackowned financial services firm in the United States and a pillar of Durham’s “Black Wall Street.”
As a strong supporter of Durham and the opportunities that this city provides to its diverse population, Turnbridge
Equities is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation
Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER
planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a
vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to reach
deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of life for
residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and
history.
Turnbridge Equities strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Jason Davis
Managing Director
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