Letters of Support
More than 70 letters were written in support of the City of Durham’s RAISE application for the
Durham Belt Line. This file contains letters from the following Institutions and Organizations:

































American Heart Association
Bike Durham
Bike Walk NC
Bloomberg Philanthropies Mayors Challenge
Carolina Godiva Track Club
Coalition for Affordable Housing and Transit
Conservation Fund
Duke Park Neighborhood
Duke University
Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission
Durham Bike Co-op
Durham Central Park
Durham Community Trail Watch
Durham Nativity School
Durham Open Space and Trails Commission
Durham Parks Foundation
Durham Recreation Advisory Commission
Durham Streets Lobby
East Coast Greenway Alliance
Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association
Keep Durham Beautiful
Museum of Durham History
NC Alliance for Health
North Carolina Central University
Parkrun Durham
Partnership for a Healthy Durham
Regional Transportation Alliance
Reinvestment Partners
Sierra Club Headwaters Group
Triangle Rails to Trails
Triangle Trails
Trinity Park Neighborhood Association

7/1/2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The American Heart Association’s (AHA) mission is to be a relentless force for a world of longer,
healthier lives. Our 2024 Impact Goal states: as champions for health equity, by 2024, the American
Heart Association will advance cardiovascular health for all, including identifying and removing
barriers to health care access and quality.
The AHA in the Triangle works with community partners in Durham, Wake and Orange Counties to
support local health priorities through policy, system and environmental changes. We are pleased
to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant
that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by
the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that
was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation
options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian
crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
The American Heart Association strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be
awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Mel Downey-Piper, MPH
Vice-President of Health Strategies

Friday, July 2, 2021
Secretary Pete Bu5gieg
U.S. Department of TransportaAon
Oﬃce of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Bu5gieg:
Bike Durham is a local, membership-based organizaAon that advocates for bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit
users. We are pleased to provide a leSer of support for the City of Durham’s applicaAon for a RAISE
TransportaAon Grant that would provide funds for the construcAon of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER
planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic compeAAveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham StaAon (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak StaAon. The trail will provide safe transportaAon opAons in an area that has a disproporAonately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a signiﬁcant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement acAvates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Bike Durham strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham.
Thank you for your consideraAon.
Sincerely,

Marc Maximov
Board Chair, Bike Durham
marc@bikedurham.org

bikewalknc.org

6/17/2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
BikeWalkNC is the statewide advocacy organization that works through education, advocacy and promotion to
make it safer and more accessible to walk and bike for transportation, recreation, and health. BikeWalkNC is
pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that
would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
BikeWalkNC strongly supports and recommends that all North Carolina 2021 RAISE Grants be awarded and with
special consideration to the City of Durham.
Sincerely,

Terry Lansdell

July 6, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Bloomberg Philanthropies is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s
application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the
Durham Belt Line Trail.
Bloomberg Philanthropies has been a close partner of the City of Durham since 2017, when the City
was awarded an innovation team. Since then, the City was named a winner of the 2018 Mayors
Challenge and most recently was named a finalist in the 2021 Global Mayors Challenge competition.
The City has a long track record of pursuing innovative projects that improve the lives of Durham
residents.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by
the City of Durham in 2018. That same year, the Durham City Council adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness
in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation
options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian
crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. This approach is
aligned with our values of inclusive innovation and engaging strong, local partners to better serve
city dwellers. The trail will improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to
parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Bloomberg Philanthropies supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the
City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Andrea Coleman
Government Innovation Programs
25 E 78th Street New York, NY 10075

1 July 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
My name is Susie Castellanos Hansley, and I’m writing this letter on behalf of a local running organization in the
Durham-Chapel Hill area of North Carolina, Carolina Godiva Track Club. Our non-profit organization has been
operating in this area since 1975 and has a long-standing history of supporting local parks, trails, and greenways
through donations, volunteering, and events. Our own events center around supporting these local resources that we
hold near and dear (e.g., Umstead State Park; Duke Forest; the Ellerbe Creek Trail), and we lend our support and
sponsorship to other events with similar aims. Our over 300 club members frequently use local trail networks for
recreation as well as transit, rely heavily on these safe and accessible public resources, and support their continued
creation and maintenance.
Carolina Godiva Track Club is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a BUILD
Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER
planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service),
and the Durham Amtrak Station.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of the region’s future
growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing communities along the trail, and working to
ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement. The trail will improve health and
quality of life by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture,
and history.
Carolina Godiva Track Club strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 BUILD Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Susie Castellanos Hansley, Ph.D.
President, Carolina Godiva Track Club
president@carolinagodiva.org

July 6, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The mission of Durham’s Coalition for Affordable Housing & Transit is to ensure residents
of all incomes can obtain affordable housing and have access to public transportation, as
well as to provide for safe bicycling to places they need to reach. Our organization has
promoted the expansion of affordable housing, inclusive neighborhood plans, grants to
offset rising property tax bills for low-income homeowners, and expansion of public
transit.
The Coalition is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application
for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the
Durham Belt Line Trail. The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no
longer in use and was purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. It runs through a central
portion of the city with a large population. Also in 2018 the Durham City Council adopted
a master plan for the Belt Line trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will connect people with a wide range of incomes to transit
and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to
downtown Durham, the Durham Station (the hub for our local and regional bus service),
and the Durham Amtrak Station (expected in the future to be a key commuter rail stop).
The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately
high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and has a significant
percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
Our City government is committed to not only preserving the income diversity of the
population in the area served by the Belt Line but also to expanding the opportunity for
low-income persons to live in this area. These elements of the plan have been crucial to

securing the support of the Coalition for the project. We are aware that similar projects
in other cities have (1) contributed to rising property values that increased housing costs
and displaced low-income renters and (2) failed to provide the proposed number of new
affordable housing units. We are committed to protecting existing affordable housing
and promoting the development of new affordable housing.
The Belt Line master plan provides extensive references to meeting these goals. The plan
refers to developing new programs or leveraging existing programs to preserve affordable
rental housing near the corridor, and it estimates that approximately 100 acres of
underutilized land is available for infill housing that would include affordable units. Since
the master plan was developed, the City and County in 2019 approved Expanding Housing
Choices (EHC) that permit more multi-family housing and accessary dwelling units in lots
with existing houses. The City’s voters have also approved a bond issue to promote the
development and preservation of affordable housing. We will work with the City to use
these tools to protect existing housing and provide new housing close to the Belt Line.
The trail will improve the health and the quality of life for center-city residents by
increasing access to jobs, affordable housing, parks and open space, and the restored
environment. We will monitor the execution of the plan to make certain that these
commitments are honored. In summary, the Coalition for Affordable Housing & Transit
strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Coordinating Committee
James Svara svarajh@gmail.com Rebecca Winders rmwinders@gmail.com

77 Vilcom Center Drive #340 Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514| (919) 967-2223
www.conservationfund.org

July 2, 2021

Ms. Wanda Page
City of Durham
101 City Hall Plaza
Durham, North Carolina 27701
Re: Support for RAISE funding for Durham Belt Line Trail
Dear Ms. Page:
I am writing on behalf of The Conservation Fund to express our strong support for City of Durham’s
FY2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant application, and its
plans to build the Durham Belt Line Trail to connect downtown Durham to neighborhoods. The
Conservation Fund makes conservation work for America. By creating solutions that make environmental
and economic sense, we are redefining conservation to demonstrate its essential role in our future prosperity.
The Durham Belt Line Trail is a model project that provide multiple environmental, economic and
community benefits.
Durham has acquired the 1.75-mile former rail corridor and is now seeking RAISE grant funds to construct
the Durham Belt Line Trail. If awarded, the RAISE funds would build upon an FY2018 TIGER grant that
funded a master plan, which provided a bold and visionary approach on how the infrastructure project will
transform an unused rail corridor into a multi-modal, active transportation hub for city residents and visitors
alike. The Durham Belt Line Trail project will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental
sustainability, economic competitiveness in the City of Durham and regionally. The trail will also connect
people to public transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving active transportation options such as
bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and
the Durham Amtrak Station.
The Project will serve as a catalyst to reduce regional sprawl, attract new economic opportunities to the
corridor, and enhance existing communities along the proposed trail. Additionally, the multi-modal
transportation effort will work to ensure equity through the City of Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable
Community Engagement, improve the health and quality of life by expanding access to parks and open space,
restore critical environmental ecosystems, and showcase local art, history, and culture.
Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for the City of Durham’s application to implement the
Durham Belt Line Trail. We believe the multi-modal infrastructure project is an excellent candidate for the
FY2021 RAISE grant program. Should you have any questions, please contact The Conservation Fund’s
Urban Program Director, David Proper at 919-215-5337 or dproper@conservationfund.org. Thank you for
your consideration.
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Sincerely,

Bill Holman
North Carolina State Director
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July 3, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Duke Park, the oldest neighborhood in Durham, NC, was established in the 1920s. The Duke
Park Neighborhood Association was established in 2002 with the mission of improving the
quality of life for all Duke Park residents through partnerships, community events, and direct
action.
The Duke Park Neighborhood Association is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of
Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the
construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor, that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The railroad corridor runs through the Duke Park neighborhood.
The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the
Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will
provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of
Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do
not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates
local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
The Duke Park Neighborhood Association strongly supports and recommends that the 2021
RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
The Duke Park Neighborhood Association Board

June 15, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) is an advisory board appointed
by the Durham City Council and the Durham County Commissioners. BPAC works to make Durham
a more walkable, bikeable, and transit-friendly community for all residents, centering equity as part
of our efforts in the full Commission and our subcommittees focused on development review,
program implementation and evaluation, and community engagement and education.
BPAC is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by
the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council adopted a master plan, in 2018, for the trail
that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness
in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation
options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian
crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach, outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement, activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve
health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the
environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
BPAC strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Susanne Schmal
Chair, Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission

June 29, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Durham Bicycle Cooperative is an all volunteer non-profit 501(c)(3) community bicycle project
located less than a mile from the Durham Belt Line Trail corridor. As our mission statement says, we
believe bicycles have the power to make our local communities a better place through sound
environmental practices, a commitment to sustainable economics and social equality, involvement and
outreach with our local community, and promoting cycling as a healthy fitness and wellness activity.
The Durham Bicycle Cooperative is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s
application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the
Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the
City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was
funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional
bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an
area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a
significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve
health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the
environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
The Durham Bicycle Cooperative strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be
awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Robert Walpole, Jen Swenson, and Mason Manis, Board Members, Durham Bicycle Cooperative
Greg Garneau, Outreach Coordinator, Durham Bicycle Cooperative

Durham Bicycle Cooperative, P.O. Box 1225, Durham, NC 27702 | www.durhambikecoop.org

June 22, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Durham Community Trail Watch (DCTW) group is a group of volunteers that monitor the hike and
bike trails in Durham. The group promotes safe, clean, and enjoyable trails through trail clean-up days,
informational Education Stations, reporting downed trees and other maintenance issues to the proper
departments during patrols of the trails and the monthly Full Moon Fever Bike Ride. DCTW is pleased to
provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would
provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), the Durham
Amtrak Station, and the East Coast Greenway. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that
has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant
percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Durham Community Trail Watch strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to
the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Durham Community Trail Watch Volunteers,
Alan Dippy
Merry Rabb
Roy Schonberg
Gary Tencer

Debra West
Frank White
Michael Williams
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Open Space & Trails Commissio n
June 17, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Durham Open Space and Trails Commission (DOST) is an advisory board that advises the City Council
and the Board of County Commissioners on matters relating to the preservation of open space and
trails.
DOST is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the
City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was
funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional
bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an
area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a
significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve
health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the
environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
DOST strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Kamela Heyward-Rotimi

Kamela Heyward-Rotimi, Ph.D.
Chair, Durham Open Space and Trails Commission

June 30, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am a member and chair of the City of Durham’s Recreation Advisory Commission (RAC). We meet
monthly to receive updates on the Parks and Recreation department’s work and to provide
feedback on its priorities. We serve as a conduit for the community’s needs and concerns, and we
work to help the department’s work stay in alignment with the community’s needs.
The Recreation Advisory Commission is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of
Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the
construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by
the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail
that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness
in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle
by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation
options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and
pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
The RAC strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
David Fellerath
Chair, Recreation Advisory Commission
City of Durham

July 5, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Durham Streets Lobby believes in an equitable and vibrant Durham that guarantees our public spaces are
designed for people.
Durham Streets Lobby is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER
planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Durham Streets Lobby strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Arleigh Greenwald
Founder

June 25, 2021
U. S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
RE: City of Durham Belt Line FY2021 RAISE Grant Application
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
The East Coast Greenway Alliance enthusiastically supports the City of Durham’s
RAISE Grant application that would provide funds for the construction of the
Durham Belt Line Trail.
Headquartered in Durham, the East Coast Greenway Alliance is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
dedicated to establishing a safe, accessible 3,000-mile greenway from Maine to
Florida through major urban centers along the East Coast. By serving nonmotorized users of all abilities and ages, the East Coast Greenway will help people
safely bicycle or walk for their daily commutes to work, school, and play, as well as
for long-distance travel.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was
purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted
a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit
and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to
downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the
Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an
area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and
pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a
vehicle. Additionally, the Belt Line Trail would become a new key segment of the
East Coast Greenway.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement
activates local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on
the project. The trail will improve health and quality of life for residents by
increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and
showcasing art, culture, and history.
Awarding RAISE funding for the Belt Line will have long-lasting and meaningful
impacts on safety and accessibility for Durham. The East Coast Greenway Alliance

strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the
City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Dennis Markatos-Soriano
Executive Director
East Coast Greenway Alliance

Sarah Sanford
VA & NC Manager
East Coast Greenway Alliance

Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association ⬧ PO Box 2679 ⬧ Durham, NC 27715 ⬧ www.ellerbecreek.org

July 7, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association (ECWA) is a non-profit watershed organization and land
trust whose mission is to protect and restore the lands in our watershed while engaging and
connecting the community with the creek. The entire Belt Line trail project is within our
watershed.
ECWA supports the overall vision of creating a Durham Belt Line Trail. In particular, we are
particularly supportive of the following: 1) a deep engagement process where residents
potentially positively and negatively affected by the trail and potential gentrification concerns can
have their voices heard and concerns about impacts addressed by city staff and contractors, as
well as innovative solutions proposed to ensure residents along the trail aren’t pushed out by the
trail’s construction and 2) adoption and implementation of the 2017 Belt Line Stormwater
Concept Plan which is an important opportunity to improve stormwater management in this
highly urbanized and impacted watershed while building the trail. Understanding that the city
commits to the two points above, we support the Belt Line Trail implementation as outlined in the
2021 RAISE grant.

Sincerely,

Rickie White
Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association

2011 Fay Street
Durham, NC 27704
Phone: 919-354-2729
Fax: 919-560-4196
www.keepdurhambeautiful.org

June 22, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Keep Durham Beautiful is a nonprofit affiliate of Keep America Beautiful focused on community beautification and
volunteer environmental stewardship through litter prevention, waste reduction and community greening.
Keep Durham Beautiful is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of Durham in
2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian
access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The
trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s
bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of the region’s future
growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing communities along the trail. The trail will
increase access to parks and open space, connect people to nature, and celebrate art, culture, and history.
We look forward to the opportunity to contribute the support of Keep Durham Beautiful to this significant project,
including ongoing beautification efforts along the trail. I believe this project is an excellent candidate for the BUILD
Discretionary Grant program and supports the US Department of Transportation’s overall goal of increasing economic
activity and supporting more livable communities.
Keep Durham Beautiful strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tania Dautlick
1

Keep Durham Beautiful, Inc. | Letter of Support

PO Box 362 | Durham, NC 27702 | www.modh.org

July 1, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Museum of Durham History is a 21st-century museum that uses stories about people, places and things
to foster curiosity, encourage further inquiry, and promote an understanding of diverse perspectives about
the Durham community and its history. The museum is putting its mission into action through a personal
approach to history that sets this museum apart: an innovative, community model that engages with history
through stories—the personal memories, experiences and family lore of our shared heritage.
The Museum of Durham History is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application
for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant. As a member of the master plan steering committee, the Museum is an enthusiastic
supporter of this trail. The trail head of the Belt Line lies adjacent to the Museum, so we see are excited to
see this project take shape to align these transportation/recreational and education/cultural amenities.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham
and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle
and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the
Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a
disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage
of households that do not own a vehicle.
The trail will improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
The Museum of Durham History strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded
to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Patrick Mucklow
Executive Director

Board of Directors: Robert Gofourth, Chair | Robert Ashley, Vice Chair | Mitchell Tuchman, Secretary | Graham Sharpe, Immediate Past
Chair | Tim Alwran | K. Emerson Beyer | Marjorie Yarbrough Burton | Jordan Clark | Ruth Dzau | Robin Emmons | Jerry Gershenhorn, Ph.D.
| Valerie Gillispie | Jane Goodridge | Commissioner Nida Allam | Charles Johnson, Ph.D. | Council Member Charlie Reese | Alice Sharpe |
Robert D. Teer | Bettina Umstead | Kimberle Walker

June 23, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The North Carolina Alliance for Health (NCAH) is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s
application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt
Line Trail. NCAH is an independent, nonpartisan statewide coalition that convenes, mobilizes, supports, and
empowers partners to advance equitable policies that reduce health disparities, prevent chronic disease, and
promote health.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant. The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the
Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an
area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant
percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
NCAH strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Should
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 919-308-8800 or
morgan@ncallianceforhealth.org.
Sincerely,

Morgan Wittman Gramann
Executive Director
5001 South Miami Boulevard | Suite 300 | Durham, North Carolina 27703
www.ncallianceforhealth.org
919.463.8329

June 29, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am writing to you on behalf of Durham, NC parkrun, which is part of the global parkrun community
(www.parkrun.us). We offer free, weekly, timed 5-kilometer running/walking events and believe in
strengthening our community through positive, welcoming, and inclusive experiences. We are run 100% locally
and nationally by volunteers.
Durham, NC parkrun is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
Durham, NC parkrun strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Julie Messina
Event Director – Durham, NC parkrun

Human Services Building | 414 East Main Street, Durham, North Carolina 27701
(919) 560-7833 | Fax (919) 328-6252 | www.healthydurham.org

The voice of the regional business community on transportation | letsgetmoving.org

July 6, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Regional Transportation Alliance – the voice of the regional business community on
transportation in the Research Triangle region of North Carolina – is pleased to submit this letter in
support of the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would help fund
construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line Trail is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The trail can serve as a signature segment in the Durham area of the
East Coast Greenway, a 3,000-mile trail that connects Maine to Florida. The Durham City Council in
2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and
regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will also provide safe transportation
options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and
pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
Thank you for your consideration of awarding 2021 RAISE grant funding to the City of Durham.
Sincerely,

Joe Milazzo II, PE
Executive Director
Regional Transportation Alliance

800 South Salisbury St. Raleigh, NC 27601 | 919.664.7062

June 23, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Reinvestment Partners is a nonprofit based in Durham, North Carolina. Our mission is to foster healthy and just
communities by empowering people, improving places, and influencing policy. We address the problems of poverty
and social injustice in the areas of food, housing, community development, health, and financial services.
Reinvestment Partners is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of Durham in
2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian
access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station.
The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s
bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to reach
deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of life for
residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and
history.
Reinvestment Partners strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Peter Skillern
Executive Director
Reinvestment Partners

110 EAST GEER STREET, DURHAM NC 27701 • POST OFFICE BOX 1929, DURHAM NC 27702
TEL (919) 667-1000 • FAX (919) 688-0082 • WWW.REINVESTMENTPARTNERS.ORG

July 7, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Headwaters Group (HWG) of the North Carolina Chapter of the Sierra Club is pleased to provide a letter of
support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the
construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
HWG sees great value in the Durham Belt Line Trail, appreciates the equitable engagement efforts, and strongly
supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your
consideration.
Sincerely,
The Headwaters Group of the North Carolina Chapter of the Sierra Club
Emmy Grace and Pat Carstensen, co-chairs

June 25, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am writing on behalf of the Triangle Rails to Trails Conservancy (TRTC), a volunteer group based in Durham,
North Carolina that has been involved in planning and advocacy for local rail trails since 1990. Over the years our
primary focus was working with Durham, Wake County and Chatham County to refine plans and to support
amenities for the 22 mile American Tobacco Trail (ATT). With the completion of the ATT in 2014 our more recent
efforts have shifted to the Durham Beltline Trail. TRTC is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of
Durham’s application for a RAISE Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of this rail
trail project.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of
Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a
TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and
regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and
pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham
Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high
percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.

The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local partners to
reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve health and quality of
life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art,
culture, and history.
The Triangle Rails to Trails Conservancy strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be
awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Curtiss Devereux
President,
TRTC

July 14, 2021
Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Triangle Trails Initiative (also known as TriangleTrails) is a newly launched collaboration between
government, business, anchor institutions and civic leaders to make the Research Triangle Region a
national leader in greenways and trails. TriangleTrails will work on behalf of the region to promote the
extensive regional greenway system.
TriangleTrails is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the
City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was
funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic competitiveness in
Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by
improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional
bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will provide safe transportation options in an
area that has a disproportionately high percentage of Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a
significant percentage of households that do not own a vehicle.
The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates local
partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will improve
health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the
environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
TriangleTrails strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Charles A. Flink, Director
Triangle Trails Initiative

5850 Fayetteville Road, Durham, NC 27713

July 7, 2021
The Honorable Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The Trinity Park neighborhood is located between downtown Durham, NC, and Duke
University’s East Campus. Within 40 square blocks of tree-lined streets, the neighborhood is
filled with historic homes and buildings, earning Trinity Park a place on the National Register of
Historic Districts. The Trinity Park Neighborhood Association (TPNA) is one of the oldest and
most active neighborhood associations in Durham. TPNA has been integral in building
community, preserving historic architecture, working with the city on smart development, and
keeping the neighborhood safe and enjoyable for all neighbors. We are a neighborhood of more
than 1000 families that live generally along the western leg of the proposed Duke Belt Line Trail.
TPNA is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a RAISE
Transportation Grant that would provide funds for the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.7-mile railroad corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased
by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the
trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant.
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, and economic
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs
throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the
Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. The trail will
provide safe transportation options in an area that has a disproportionately high percentage of
Durham’s bicycle and pedestrian crashes and a significant percentage of households that do not
own a vehicle.

The approach outlined in Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement activates
local partners to reach deeply into community networks for guidance on the project. The trail will
improve health and quality of life for residents by increasing access to parks and open space,
restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.
TPNA strongly supports and recommends that the 2021 RAISE Grant be awarded to the City of
Durham. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Karalyn Colopy
President, Trinity Park Neighborhood Association

